


































































































































































































 

 
 
 

Media Coverage, September 20 to October 21, 2013 
 

 
Print (copies follow): 
 
10/04/13, The Record, Underemployed Attorneys 
 
10/14/13, The Salt Lake Tribune, Bar Complaint 
 
10/14/13, Deseret News, Bar Complaint (On-line version printed; was also in paper) 
 
10/18/13, The Record, YLD Seniors 
 
TV (copies of on-line text follow): 
 
10/02/13, KSL-TV, How to find a pro bono attorney 
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084 
 
See KSL-TV, KUTV, Fox 13, and CW30 below. 
 
TV & Online on Bar Declining to Prosecute Swallow 
 
No copies included (too much repetition).  For online links on utahbar.org, select Bar 
Operations at top, Commission Meetings from Resources in the middle, then “D” for 
October. 
 
Below each link are selected quotes from the Alliance for a Better Utah, the organization 
that attempted to file a complaint (never notarized their statement). 
 
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-
state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2  
 "She said she hoped the bar would conduct its own investigation into the allegations, 
rather than "sidestepping" until another investigating entity arrives at a conclusion." 
 
http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_7453.shtml 
 We're extremely disappointed and disheartened, said Isaac Holyoak, 
communications director for Alliance for a Better UTAH, the group that brought the 
complaint to the Utah State Bar. This seems like just another instance of the Utah Bar 
protecting their own. In this case, John Swallow. 

http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084�
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2�
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2�
http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_7453.shtml�


 

 But the Bars decision, which Holyoak said the organization only learned of from 
the Salt Lake Tribune, was based on what it considered a lack of documentation from 
Alliance for a Better Utah and reliance on media reports as evidence. 
 Were a small organization. We can’t go out, investigate and subpoena and supply 
this information, Holyoak said.  That's really the role of the Bar Association. They have 
the resources to do that and the time to do that. 
 Maryann Martindale, executive director of the group, also conceded the 
organization is not an investigative body and claimed the Bar shirked its responsibilities. 
 Because we didn't have any great smoking gun or any secret evidence, and we 
didn't wrap it up in a nice, neat package with a bow on top, they declined to do anything 
about it, Martindale said. And it just doesn't feel like they did what they should be doing. 
 
http://fox13now.com/2013/10/13/utah-state-bar-dismisses-complaints-against-swallow/ 
 Holyoak:  “We are not an investigative body.”  “OPC is shirking its 
responsibilities.”  “We don’t have subpoena power.  We can’t call on people and say “did  
this happen or did this not happen.”  That’s the Bar’s job and the Bar has declined to do 
their job. 
 
http://www.cw30.com/content/news/top_stories/story/Utah-State-Bar-closes-case-
against-Attorney/lH2m0R7IhEaLArpttH2eNw.cspx 
 Martindale told ABC 4 Utah. "Honestly when you read the letter it feels as though 
they wanted us to do the case for them and hand them a signed, sealed, delivered case." 
 
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/56994023-78/swallow-bar-state-
complaint.html.csp?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%2
0Salt%20Lake%20Tribune&utm_content= 
 "It really feels like it’s a lot of protecting your own."  "Let’s hope they take the other 
complaint more seriously," said Martindale. "They obviously chose not to take ours 
seriously."  
 
http://legalnewsline.com/news/244826-utah-state-bar-declines-to-prosecute-ag 
 Martindale said she is disappointed with the bar’s decision not to investigate.  “We 
have only one agenda: bringing balance, transparency and accountability to Utah political 
institutions and elected officials. This is an agenda that, apparently, the Utah Bar 
Association does not share with us,” she said in a statement. 
 “Though the bar association castigated us for discussing our complaint with the 
media, we did not learn that the bar had dismissed our complaint except through the 
media. Such administrative incompetence should be deeply concerning for the people of 
Utah.” 
 Martindale said the alliance is “still waiting” to receive the Oct. 8 letter.  “The state 
bar should have properly alerted us to the letter and the contents of the letter before 
engaging in their own media campaign to protect their own,” she said. 
“But news that the bar has dismissed the complaint is only one facet of this troubling 
issue. The other, more crucial concern, is that there are apparently no ethical prohibitions 
on public attorneys’ fund-raising practices and the conflicts of interest they may create — 

http://fox13now.com/2013/10/13/utah-state-bar-dismisses-complaints-against-swallow/�
http://www.cw30.com/content/news/top_stories/story/Utah-State-Bar-closes-case-against-Attorney/lH2m0R7IhEaLArpttH2eNw.cspx�
http://www.cw30.com/content/news/top_stories/story/Utah-State-Bar-closes-case-against-Attorney/lH2m0R7IhEaLArpttH2eNw.cspx�
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/56994023-78/swallow-bar-state-complaint.html.csp?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Salt%20Lake%20Tribune&utm_content�
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/56994023-78/swallow-bar-state-complaint.html.csp?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Salt%20Lake%20Tribune&utm_content�
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/56994023-78/swallow-bar-state-complaint.html.csp?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Salt%20Lake%20Tribune&utm_content�
http://legalnewsline.com/news/244826-utah-state-bar-declines-to-prosecute-ag�


 

and that the bar apparently has no independent investigative authority even if such rules 
existed.” 
 She contends the bar should revisit its own procedures for determining ethical 
conduct on the part of its attorneys and revise the rules that currently excuse unethical 
behavior. 
  
http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/today-at-utah-policy/783-bryan-schott-s-
political-bs-i-ve-got-a-crazy-feeling 
 The Alliance for a Better Utah, which has been a consistent champion of Utah’s 
political minority, has called into question the Bar Association’s own ethics since they 
declined to go after Swallow on his. ABU brought the original complaint to the Bar, and 
now they’re castigating that organization for not agreeing with them. 
 “Today’s announcement by the Utah Bar Association may not be an indictment of the 
Attorney General, but it is certainly an indictment of the Bar itself. This is an unfortunate 
day for Utah,” said executive director Maryann Martindale in a press release. 
 
 
 
 

http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/today-at-utah-policy/783-bryan-schott-s-political-bs-i-ve-got-a-crazy-feeling�
http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/today-at-utah-policy/783-bryan-schott-s-political-bs-i-ve-got-a-crazy-feeling�
http://betterutah.org/2013/10/13/utah-state-bar-neglects-duties-declines-investigate-swallow/�










Summary

The Utah State Bar has closed
one of its two investigations into
the state's attorney general,
declining to prosecute John
Swallow on allegations of
professional misconduct.

The Utah State Bar has closed
one of its two investigations
into the state's attorney
general, declining to prosecute
John Swallow on allegations of
professional misconduct.

Tom Smart, Deseret News

Enlarge photo»

SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah State Bar has closed one

of its two investigations into the state's attorney general,

declining to prosecute John Swallow on allegations of

professional misconduct, Swallow's office announced

Sunday.

"I am grateful to the bar for its careful consideration of

the allegations and for its reasoned analysis in closing

the case,” Swallow said in a prepared statement.

"Despite the early rush to judgment, it is now becoming

clear that people with an agenda have made

unsubstantiated allegations.

"I am happy to report the attorney general’s office is

running well, and I am looking forward to the resolution

of these unfounded complaints so I can continue to do

the work I was elected to do by the people of this state,"

he said.

The case closed this week by the Utah State Bar was

prompted by a complaint filed in January by the Alliance

For a Better Utah. Maryann Martindale, the alliance's

executive director, said the state bar's decision does little

to exonerate Swallow from the allegations surrounding

him.

"If you look at the scope and the breadth of all the things

that Attorney General John Swallow is dealing with right
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that Attorney General John Swallow is dealing with right

now, that’s just one piece in a bigger, messier puzzle,"

Martindale said.

The Utah State Bar's decision to close its case follows

the announcement last month that the U.S. Department

of Justice Public Integrity Section had completed its

investigation into Swallow's activities and would not

seek an indictment.

Swallow continues to face separate investigations by a

committee of the Utah House of Representatives, which

as of last week had interviewed as many as 60 witnesses,

the Salt Lake and Davis county attorneys' offices and the

Utah Lieutenant Governor's Office.

Much of the allegations against Swallow stem from his

dealings with indicted businessman Jeremy Johnson,

who claims Swallow helped arrange a payoff of Senate

Majority Leader Harry Reid to end a federal

investigation into Johnson's company. Reid has denied

any involvement.

Swallow also faces allegations of improper fundraising

and deal-making from other businessmen, including

Marc Jensen, who is currently serving a 10-year prison

term for failing to pay $4.1 million in restitution from an

earlier case.

Martindale said the state bar's letter does not dispel the

allegations against Swallow, but instead finds the

evidence against him insufficient for prosecution. She

said she hoped the bar would conduct its own

investigation into the allegations, rather than

"sidestepping" until another investigating entity arrives

at a conclusion.

"Our complaint was based on everything that was

known in the public," Martindale said. "We felt it

incumbent to file this, really on behalf of all the citizens

of Utah."

She also took issue with Swallow's description of the

allegations being an agenda-fueled attack on him and

his office. The Alliance For a Better Utah's only goal is to

establish ethical behavior among elected officials,

Martindale said, and there is reason for concern

regarding the attorney general when so many

allegations have come out against him.

"Our agenda is ethics, good ethics, and that we should

be able to expect better than this from our elected

officials," she said. "I just don’t see this as an agenda

anyone should have a problem with."

In the letter that accompanied the state bar's decision, a

caveat is expressed that the case against Swallow could

be reopened if the other investigating entities determine

that criminal acts or ethical violations occurred.

On Sunday, Swallow said he and his office would

continue to cooperate with investigators, including

those from the Utah State Bar should his case be

reopened.

"I believe that the bar always has the right to investigate

anyone for any allegation that’s legitimate," he said. "At

the end of the day, if they want to do something, they
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the end of the day, if they want to do something, they

have every right to do that. We’re going to be very open

with any of the investigations that remain open."

Swallow said the months of suspicion surrounding his

activities has made for a time of trial for himself, his

family and the state. With two investigations against

him now suspended, he said he hopes the Utahns

recognize the allegations were made by people with

motives and "axes to grind."

"I’m confident that I haven’t broken any ethical rules

personally or professionally, and I’m confident and

hopeful that when (the Utah State Bar) finishes the

second complaint, the result will be the same," he said.
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So far, the federal government and the state bar association have conducted thorough investigation

and found no conduct warranting even an attempt at prosecution.

However, Swallow's name and reputation have been permanently destroyed More..
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I am not surprised that the Utah Bar dropped its case against John Swallow and that the federal
government has refused to indict. John is an honorable person, and I feel bad for he and his family

considering the trashing he has received the past More..

10:19 p.m. Oct. 13, 2013  Top comment

Swallow is selfish and self-deceived by nature. He is willing to drag the AG office's reputation and
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KSL – How to find a pro bono attorney

Posted on October 2, 2013 by admin

FROM KSL NEWS: http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084

By Bill Gephardt October 2nd, 2013 @ 6:58am

SALT LAKE CITY — If you’re in trouble with the law and can’t afford an attorney, the court will appoint you one. But if it’s a civil matter 

you’re on your own.

That’s why one Utah woman asked how to get legal help if you can’t afford it.

In Latin, “pro bono” means “for the public good.” In legalese, it means “for free.”

There are roughly 11,500 practicing attorneys in Utah and the state bar asks each of them to put in 50 hours pro bono every year. The 

bar said more than 70 percent of attorneys do give out free help to people who don’t have the means to hire them.

“Jane” didn’t want her face shown. She said she lost everything when she walked out of 15-year, physically abusive relationship. Now, 

she wants some of it back.

“I don’t want to take this person’s security and life from them. I just need mine back so that I can start building a new life,” she explained.
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However, Jane had no money and no job. She couldn’t afford the retainer to hire an attorney.

“When you have no money, how do you come up with it?” she asked. 

Curtis Jensen is the president of the Utah State Bar.

“Right now, the legal needs of the community exceed what the supply is,” he said. “Courts have tight calendars. They’re backed up. There’s 

a lot of activity going on in court.”

A 2006 study from the non-profit group “And Justice For All” says only 13 percent of very poor Utahns get legal help. Hundreds have to 

take on civil legal problems without help. Jensen said it’s a problem the state bar is still trying to fix.



Curtis Jensen, President, Utah State Bar
“The kind of oath we take and kind of the criteria we govern ourselves with, and the duty, is to provide services to look out for these 

folks,” Jensen said.

In September 2012, the state bar launched its Pro Bono Program. Lawyers across the state donate their time and expertise to represent 

people living at poverty level.

“It’s just now getting it going and the numbers are increasing,” Jensen said.

So how do we tap into pro bono resources? Jensen said start by going to a free legal clinic. The State Bar hosts one every Tuesday 

night. There are several others across the state (get a list at www.utahbar.org).

“A lot of the times attorneys will be there, give them directions, can make a referral,” Jensen said.

You won’t walk out with representation. For that, the state bar can put you in touch with non-profits set up to help people at 125 percent 

of poverty level.

“Hopefully it goes from there to where they can be matched up with an attorney or sit down with an attorney and get some direction 

there,” Jensen said.

Mike Bulson is a senior attorney for Utah Legal Services, one of the non-profits that connect people to pro bono 

attorneys. “It takes time, it takes persistence to get it through,” he said.

The group gets 15,000 calls every year requesting help. Seven-thousand get representation.

How many people like me got shoved off into the shadows because there was no one there to represent them?

–Jane

“You can talk to the judges and they’ll tell you an unrepresented client is a headache for the court system,” he said.

It’s because courts are complicated. The procedures are complicated. And when people make mistakes, it can become more costly than it 

would have been with legal aid at the start.

“Some of them get discourged and simply drop out, left on their own to resolve matters that people do when they don’t have access to

justice,” Bulson said.

“Jane” said she’s still fighting for her access.

“How many people like me got shoved off into the shadows because there was no one there to represent them?” she 

asked.



 

 
 
 

Media Coverage, September 20 to October 21, 2013 
 

 
Print (copies follow): 
 
10/04/13, The Record, Underemployed Attorneys 
 
10/14/13, The Salt Lake Tribune, Bar Complaint 
 
10/14/13, Deseret News, Bar Complaint (On-line version printed; was also in paper) 
 
10/18/13, The Record, YLD Seniors 
 
TV (copies of on-line text follow): 
 
10/02/13, KSL-TV, How to find a pro bono attorney 
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084 
 
See KSL-TV, KUTV, Fox 13, and CW30 below. 
 
TV & Online on Bar Declining to Prosecute Swallow 
 
No copies included (too much repetition).  For online links on utahbar.org, select Bar 
Operations at top, Commission Meetings from Resources in the middle, then “D” for 
October. 
 
Below each link are selected quotes from the Alliance for a Better Utah, the organization 
that attempted to file a complaint (never notarized their statement). 
 
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-
state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2  
 "She said she hoped the bar would conduct its own investigation into the allegations, 
rather than "sidestepping" until another investigating entity arrives at a conclusion." 
 
http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_7453.shtml 
 We're extremely disappointed and disheartened, said Isaac Holyoak, 
communications director for Alliance for a Better UTAH, the group that brought the 
complaint to the Utah State Bar. This seems like just another instance of the Utah Bar 
protecting their own. In this case, John Swallow. 

http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084�
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2�
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=27232843&title=case-against-swallow-dropped-by-state-bar&fm=home_page&s_cid=featured-2�
http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_7453.shtml�


 

 But the Bars decision, which Holyoak said the organization only learned of from 
the Salt Lake Tribune, was based on what it considered a lack of documentation from 
Alliance for a Better Utah and reliance on media reports as evidence. 
 Were a small organization. We can’t go out, investigate and subpoena and supply 
this information, Holyoak said.  That's really the role of the Bar Association. They have 
the resources to do that and the time to do that. 
 Maryann Martindale, executive director of the group, also conceded the 
organization is not an investigative body and claimed the Bar shirked its responsibilities. 
 Because we didn't have any great smoking gun or any secret evidence, and we 
didn't wrap it up in a nice, neat package with a bow on top, they declined to do anything 
about it, Martindale said. And it just doesn't feel like they did what they should be doing. 
 
http://fox13now.com/2013/10/13/utah-state-bar-dismisses-complaints-against-swallow/ 
 Holyoak:  “We are not an investigative body.”  “OPC is shirking its 
responsibilities.”  “We don’t have subpoena power.  We can’t call on people and say “did  
this happen or did this not happen.”  That’s the Bar’s job and the Bar has declined to do 
their job. 
 
http://www.cw30.com/content/news/top_stories/story/Utah-State-Bar-closes-case-
against-Attorney/lH2m0R7IhEaLArpttH2eNw.cspx 
 Martindale told ABC 4 Utah. "Honestly when you read the letter it feels as though 
they wanted us to do the case for them and hand them a signed, sealed, delivered case." 
 
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/56994023-78/swallow-bar-state-
complaint.html.csp?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%2
0Salt%20Lake%20Tribune&utm_content= 
 "It really feels like it’s a lot of protecting your own."  "Let’s hope they take the other 
complaint more seriously," said Martindale. "They obviously chose not to take ours 
seriously."  
 
http://legalnewsline.com/news/244826-utah-state-bar-declines-to-prosecute-ag 
 Martindale said she is disappointed with the bar’s decision not to investigate.  “We 
have only one agenda: bringing balance, transparency and accountability to Utah political 
institutions and elected officials. This is an agenda that, apparently, the Utah Bar 
Association does not share with us,” she said in a statement. 
 “Though the bar association castigated us for discussing our complaint with the 
media, we did not learn that the bar had dismissed our complaint except through the 
media. Such administrative incompetence should be deeply concerning for the people of 
Utah.” 
 Martindale said the alliance is “still waiting” to receive the Oct. 8 letter.  “The state 
bar should have properly alerted us to the letter and the contents of the letter before 
engaging in their own media campaign to protect their own,” she said. 
“But news that the bar has dismissed the complaint is only one facet of this troubling 
issue. The other, more crucial concern, is that there are apparently no ethical prohibitions 
on public attorneys’ fund-raising practices and the conflicts of interest they may create — 
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and that the bar apparently has no independent investigative authority even if such rules 
existed.” 
 She contends the bar should revisit its own procedures for determining ethical 
conduct on the part of its attorneys and revise the rules that currently excuse unethical 
behavior. 
  
http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/today-at-utah-policy/783-bryan-schott-s-
political-bs-i-ve-got-a-crazy-feeling 
 The Alliance for a Better Utah, which has been a consistent champion of Utah’s 
political minority, has called into question the Bar Association’s own ethics since they 
declined to go after Swallow on his. ABU brought the original complaint to the Bar, and 
now they’re castigating that organization for not agreeing with them. 
 “Today’s announcement by the Utah Bar Association may not be an indictment of the 
Attorney General, but it is certainly an indictment of the Bar itself. This is an unfortunate 
day for Utah,” said executive director Maryann Martindale in a press release. 
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Summary

The Utah State Bar has closed
one of its two investigations into
the state's attorney general,
declining to prosecute John
Swallow on allegations of
professional misconduct.

The Utah State Bar has closed
one of its two investigations
into the state's attorney
general, declining to prosecute
John Swallow on allegations of
professional misconduct.

Tom Smart, Deseret News

Enlarge photo»

SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah State Bar has closed one

of its two investigations into the state's attorney general,

declining to prosecute John Swallow on allegations of

professional misconduct, Swallow's office announced

Sunday.

"I am grateful to the bar for its careful consideration of

the allegations and for its reasoned analysis in closing

the case,” Swallow said in a prepared statement.

"Despite the early rush to judgment, it is now becoming

clear that people with an agenda have made

unsubstantiated allegations.

"I am happy to report the attorney general’s office is

running well, and I am looking forward to the resolution

of these unfounded complaints so I can continue to do

the work I was elected to do by the people of this state,"

he said.

The case closed this week by the Utah State Bar was

prompted by a complaint filed in January by the Alliance

For a Better Utah. Maryann Martindale, the alliance's

executive director, said the state bar's decision does little

to exonerate Swallow from the allegations surrounding

him.

"If you look at the scope and the breadth of all the things

that Attorney General John Swallow is dealing with right
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that Attorney General John Swallow is dealing with right

now, that’s just one piece in a bigger, messier puzzle,"

Martindale said.

The Utah State Bar's decision to close its case follows

the announcement last month that the U.S. Department

of Justice Public Integrity Section had completed its

investigation into Swallow's activities and would not

seek an indictment.

Swallow continues to face separate investigations by a

committee of the Utah House of Representatives, which

as of last week had interviewed as many as 60 witnesses,

the Salt Lake and Davis county attorneys' offices and the

Utah Lieutenant Governor's Office.

Much of the allegations against Swallow stem from his

dealings with indicted businessman Jeremy Johnson,

who claims Swallow helped arrange a payoff of Senate

Majority Leader Harry Reid to end a federal

investigation into Johnson's company. Reid has denied

any involvement.

Swallow also faces allegations of improper fundraising

and deal-making from other businessmen, including

Marc Jensen, who is currently serving a 10-year prison

term for failing to pay $4.1 million in restitution from an

earlier case.

Martindale said the state bar's letter does not dispel the

allegations against Swallow, but instead finds the

evidence against him insufficient for prosecution. She

said she hoped the bar would conduct its own

investigation into the allegations, rather than

"sidestepping" until another investigating entity arrives

at a conclusion.

"Our complaint was based on everything that was

known in the public," Martindale said. "We felt it

incumbent to file this, really on behalf of all the citizens

of Utah."

She also took issue with Swallow's description of the

allegations being an agenda-fueled attack on him and

his office. The Alliance For a Better Utah's only goal is to

establish ethical behavior among elected officials,

Martindale said, and there is reason for concern

regarding the attorney general when so many

allegations have come out against him.

"Our agenda is ethics, good ethics, and that we should

be able to expect better than this from our elected

officials," she said. "I just don’t see this as an agenda

anyone should have a problem with."

In the letter that accompanied the state bar's decision, a

caveat is expressed that the case against Swallow could

be reopened if the other investigating entities determine

that criminal acts or ethical violations occurred.

On Sunday, Swallow said he and his office would

continue to cooperate with investigators, including

those from the Utah State Bar should his case be

reopened.

"I believe that the bar always has the right to investigate

anyone for any allegation that’s legitimate," he said. "At

the end of the day, if they want to do something, they
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the end of the day, if they want to do something, they

have every right to do that. We’re going to be very open

with any of the investigations that remain open."

Swallow said the months of suspicion surrounding his

activities has made for a time of trial for himself, his

family and the state. With two investigations against

him now suspended, he said he hopes the Utahns

recognize the allegations were made by people with

motives and "axes to grind."

"I’m confident that I haven’t broken any ethical rules

personally or professionally, and I’m confident and

hopeful that when (the Utah State Bar) finishes the

second complaint, the result will be the same," he said.

Email: benwood@deseretnews.com

Twitter: bjaminwood
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So far, the federal government and the state bar association have conducted thorough investigation

and found no conduct warranting even an attempt at prosecution.

However, Swallow's name and reputation have been permanently destroyed More..

8:56 p.m. Oct. 13, 2013  Top comment

I am not surprised that the Utah Bar dropped its case against John Swallow and that the federal
government has refused to indict. John is an honorable person, and I feel bad for he and his family

considering the trashing he has received the past More..

10:19 p.m. Oct. 13, 2013  Top comment

Swallow is selfish and self-deceived by nature. He is willing to drag the AG office's reputation and

the state's time and resources through a lengthy process so that he can keep his power. He wants to

keep making deals and keep one step More..
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KSL – How to find a pro bono attorney

Posted on October 2, 2013 by admin

FROM KSL NEWS: http://www.ksl.com/index.php?sid=27087084

By Bill Gephardt October 2nd, 2013 @ 6:58am

SALT LAKE CITY — If you’re in trouble with the law and can’t afford an attorney, the court will appoint you one. But if it’s a civil matter 

you’re on your own.

That’s why one Utah woman asked how to get legal help if you can’t afford it.

In Latin, “pro bono” means “for the public good.” In legalese, it means “for free.”

There are roughly 11,500 practicing attorneys in Utah and the state bar asks each of them to put in 50 hours pro bono every year. The 

bar said more than 70 percent of attorneys do give out free help to people who don’t have the means to hire them.

“Jane” didn’t want her face shown. She said she lost everything when she walked out of 15-year, physically abusive relationship. Now, 

she wants some of it back.

“I don’t want to take this person’s security and life from them. I just need mine back so that I can start building a new life,” she explained.

In the News

News / CALENDAR / Leadership / Contact My Cart 0

However, Jane had no money and no job. She couldn’t afford the retainer to hire an attorney.

“When you have no money, how do you come up with it?” she asked. 

Curtis Jensen is the president of the Utah State Bar.

“Right now, the legal needs of the community exceed what the supply is,” he said. “Courts have tight calendars. They’re backed up. There’s 

a lot of activity going on in court.”

A 2006 study from the non-profit group “And Justice For All” says only 13 percent of very poor Utahns get legal help. Hundreds have to 

take on civil legal problems without help. Jensen said it’s a problem the state bar is still trying to fix.



Curtis Jensen, President, Utah State Bar
“The kind of oath we take and kind of the criteria we govern ourselves with, and the duty, is to provide services to look out for these 

folks,” Jensen said.

In September 2012, the state bar launched its Pro Bono Program. Lawyers across the state donate their time and expertise to represent 

people living at poverty level.

“It’s just now getting it going and the numbers are increasing,” Jensen said.

So how do we tap into pro bono resources? Jensen said start by going to a free legal clinic. The State Bar hosts one every Tuesday 

night. There are several others across the state (get a list at www.utahbar.org).

“A lot of the times attorneys will be there, give them directions, can make a referral,” Jensen said.

You won’t walk out with representation. For that, the state bar can put you in touch with non-profits set up to help people at 125 percent 

of poverty level.

“Hopefully it goes from there to where they can be matched up with an attorney or sit down with an attorney and get some direction 

there,” Jensen said.

Mike Bulson is a senior attorney for Utah Legal Services, one of the non-profits that connect people to pro bono 

attorneys. “It takes time, it takes persistence to get it through,” he said.

The group gets 15,000 calls every year requesting help. Seven-thousand get representation.

How many people like me got shoved off into the shadows because there was no one there to represent them?

–Jane

“You can talk to the judges and they’ll tell you an unrepresented client is a headache for the court system,” he said.

It’s because courts are complicated. The procedures are complicated. And when people make mistakes, it can become more costly than it 

would have been with legal aid at the start.

“Some of them get discourged and simply drop out, left on their own to resolve matters that people do when they don’t have access to

justice,” Bulson said.

“Jane” said she’s still fighting for her access.

“How many people like me got shoved off into the shadows because there was no one there to represent them?” she 

asked.
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