
UTAH STATE BAR COMMISSION MEETING 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 

 

Utah Law and Justice Center 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. 9:00 a.m. President's Report:  Heather Thuet 
 
 05 Mins. 1.1 Summer Convention Update 
 05 Mins. 1.2 Bar Review Talent Show May 26 and June 30 
    
2. 9:15 a.m. Action Items 
 
 30 Mins. 2.1 Approve Proposed 2022-2023 Budget   (Tab 1, Page 3) 

20 Mins. 2.2 Heather Thuet Request for WSBC Reimbursement  (Tab 2, Page 51) 
10 Mins. 2.3 Select Lawyer of the Year Award Recipient   (Tab 3, Page 61) 

 10 Mins. 2.4 Select Judge of the Year Award Recipient   (Tab 4, Page 65) 
 10 Mins. 2.5 Select Section of the Year Award Recipient   (Tab 5, Page 71)
 10 Mins. 2.6 Select Committee of the Year Award Recipient  (Tab 6, Page 74) 

10 Mins. 2.7 Select Special/Distinguished Service Award Recipient  (Tab 7, Page 76) 
   
3. 11:00 a.m. Information Item  
  
 15 Mins. 3.1 Innovation Office Task Force: Erik Christiansen 
   
4. 11:15 a.m. Reports 
 
 15 Mins.  4.1 Leadership Academy: Jen Tomchak 
 10 Mins. 4.2 Commission Retreat: Katie Woods 
  
5. 12:00 N. Luncheon with 50 Year Award Recipients  
 

     CONSENT AGENDA    (Tab 8, Page 80) 
 

1. Approve Minutes of April 22, 2022 Commission Meeting 
 

        ATTACHMENTS   (Tab 9, Page 85) 
 

1. April 2022 Financial Statement 
 



CALENDAR 
 

2022 
 
May 26 Bar ReView: Attorneys Got Talent   5:30 p.m.  Brickyard Bar 
 Auditions 
 
June 29 Executive Committee   12:00 Noon  Zoom 
June 30 Bar ReView: Attorneys Got Talent   5:30 p.m.  Brickyard Bar 
 Final Show 
 
July 6-9 Summer Convention at Loews Coronado    San Diego, CA 
July 6 Bar Commission Meeting     1:00 p.m.  San Diego, CA 
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From: WordPress
To: Christy Abad
Subject: New submission from Nomination Bar Awards
Date: Monday, April 25, 2022 2:53:02 PM

Nominator Name

Utah State Bar Member

Nominee's Name

Laura Gray

Special Service Award (When Warranted)

I nominate Laura Gray for a special service award for her actions that were instrumental in
bringing to justice Calvin Curtis, a now disbarred estate and trust attorney who stole many
millions of dollars (approx. $13 Million) from clients for whom he was serving as a fiduciary
(such as trustee, guardian, conservator) most of whom suffered from disabilities. Laura's
actions in trying obtain information to help the victim with the single largest loss led to Mr.
Curtis being removed from fiduciary positions and to his pleading guilty in federal court to
felony charges (sentencing is pending), and to a large stipulated civil judgment against
him. Mr. Curtis severely damaged the reputation of lawyers in Utah, particularly estate and
trust lawyers, but Laura has helped rehabilitate that reputation by her conduct, much of it
pro-bono. She had the assistance of of Deborah Chandler who also has worked hard,
much of it pro-bono. Laura was the driving force that allowed her team to accomplish
justice when Mr. Curtis felt the need to confess his crimes to defense counsel Greg
Skourdas. She was also able to reestablish a disabled clients grand daughter as a
beneficiary after Mr. Curtis had the grand daughter removed as a beneficiary during a time
his then client Ms. Glenn McConkey was clearly without capacity. I believe Laura has
acted in the best traditions of the Bar in bringing to justice one of our Bar's worst members.

Please select one:

My nomination is private and should not be shared with the nominee or published, whole
or in part, by the Utah State Bar.

Nominator Name

mailto:Nominations@utahbar.org
mailto:christy.abad@utahbar.org


Bar Number

Email address

Date
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UTAH STATE BAR AWARDS COMMITTEE 
AWARD RECOMMENDATION 

 
TO:  Utah State Bar Commission 
 
DATE:  May 26, 2022 
 
RE:  AWARD RECOMMENDATION – JUDGE OF THE YEAR 
 
CRITERIA: 
 

Awarded to a Utah Judge or Justice whose career exemplifies the highest standards of judicial conduct for 
integrity and independence; who is knowledgeable of the law and faithful to it; who is unswayed by partisan 
interests, public clamor or fear of criticism; patient, dignified and courteous to all who appear before the court; 
endeavors to improve the administration of justice and public understanding of, and respect for, the role of law in 
our society. 

 
NOMINEES: 
 

NOMINEE  NOMINATOR  PUBLIC? 
     
Hon. Patrick W. Corum 
 No prior award. 

 Rex Bush  Yes 

Hon. Angela F. Fonnesbeck 
 No prior award. 

 Jen Tomchak  Yes 

Hon. Ryan M. Harris 
 No prior award. 

 McKay Lewis  Yes 

Hon. Constandinos G. Himonas 
 No prior award. 

 Anonymous  No 

Hon. Noel S. Hyde 
 No prior award. 

 Garrett Smith  Yes 

Hon. Derek Pullan 
 No prior award. 

 Tyler Young  Yes 

Hon. Laura S. Scott 
 2013 Professionalism 
 2020 James B. Lee  

 Anonymous  No 

  Hon. Michele Christiansen Forster  Yes 
  Camille Neider  Yes 

 
PAST RECIPIENTS AND NOMINEES: 

 
Past Recipients Other Nominations That Year 

2021 Hon. Brendan P. McCullagh Hon. David Hamilton, Hon. Dee Benson, Hon. Douglas Nielsen, Hon. 
James Blanche, Hon. Kate Appleby, Hon. Laura Scott, Hon. Noel Hyde, 
Hon. Royal Hansen, Hon. Constandinos Himonas, Hon. Thomas Kay 

2020 Hon. Kate Appleby Hon. David Hamilton, Hon. Douglas Nielsen, Hon. James Blanche, Hon. 
Laura Scott, Hon. Noel Hyde, Hon. Royal Hansen, Hon. Constandinos, 
Himonas, Hon. Thomas Kay 

2019 Hon. John Baxter Hon. James Gardner, Hon. Diana Hagen 
Hon. Kimberly Hornak, Hon. Thomas Kay, Hon. Eric 
Ludlow, Hon. David Nuffer, Hon. Paul M. Warner, Hon. 
Brooke Wells, Hon. Jeffrey C. Wilcox 

2018 Hon. Thomas Higbee Hon. Mary Noonan, Hon. Doug Thomas 
2017 Hon. Fredric Voros, Jr., Hon. Stephen Roth Hon. Robert K. Hilder (Deceased.) 
2016 Hon. C. Dane Nolan  
2015 Hon. Claudia Laycock Hon. Brooke C. Wells, Hon. Carolyn B. McHugh, Hon. John R. Morris, Hon. 

Augustus Chin, Hon. Thomas L. Kay, Hon. David Nuffer, Hon. Paul M. 
Warner, Hon. Royal I. Hansen, Hon. Glen R. Dawson, Hon. Thomas L. Kay 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Hon. Laura S. Scott 
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