
Utah State Bar Commission 
Friday, February 5, 2021 
Zoom Video Conference 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87131196675 
 

Agenda 
   
1. 9:00 a.m. President’s Report: Heather Farnsworth 
 
 10 mins. 1.1 Spring Convention Report: Heather Thuet (Tab 1, Page 3) 
 10 Mins. 1.2 “Wellness Wednesday” Planning Report 
 10 Mins. 1.3 Report on Executive Director Position Search 
 10 Mins. 1.4 Report on Bar Request for Funding under the CARES Act 
    
2. 9:45 a.m. Action Items 
 
 10 Mins. 2.1 Nominate President-elect Candidate(s) (Tab 2, Page 7) 
 10 Mins. 2.2 Amendment to President-elect Nomination Process (Tab 3, Page 9) 
 30 Mins. 2.3 Awards Committee Report: Michelle Quist (Tab 4, Page 13) 
    Select Judge of the Year; Lawyer of the Year; Section of the Year;  
    Committee of the Year; and Professionalism Awards  
 10 Mins. 2.4 Nominate to Eight District Nomination Commission and  
    Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice (Tab 5, Page 74) 
 

3. 10:45 a.m. Discussion Items 
 
 15 Mins. 3.1 December Financial Statements: Lauren Stout (Tab 6, Page 91) 
 15 Mins. 3.2 Blomquist Hale Request to Increase Fees (Tab 7, Page 112) 
 30 Mins. 3.3 OPC Oversight Committee Report: Hon. Diana Hagen, Chair 
 

4. 11:45 a.m. Information Items 
 
 10 Mins. 4.1 Women Lawyers of Utah Report on Retention: Ashley Peck 
 15 Mins. 4.2 Regulatory Reform Report: Erik Christiansen  
 05 Mins. 4.3 ABA Judges Project: Erik Christiansen 
 10 Mins. 4.4 Excessive Force Review Committee: Shawn Newell & Andrew Morse 
 05 Mins. 4.5 Report on First Remote Bar Exam 
   

5. 12:30 p.m. Executive Session 
         

 12:45 p.m. Adjourn 
 

Consent Agenda (Tab 8, Page 116) 
(Approved without discussion by policy if no objection is raised) 

 
1. Approve minutes of December 18th, 2020 Commission Meeting 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87131196675


Calendar 
 
February 9  Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
February 16  Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m.  Telephone Conference 
February 23  Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
February 23-24   Bar Examination      8:00 a.m. Virtual / Utah State Bar 
 
March 2 Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
March 9   Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
March 16   Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
March 19   Executive Committee   12:00 Noon Zoom 
March 20   All Bar Elections -(Optional) Email Message Due 
March 23   Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
March 25   Commission Meeting     1:00 p.m. Zoom 
March 25-27   Spring Convention     Virtual  
March 30   Conference Call Re: Legislature      4:00 p.m. Telephone Conference 
 
April 1   Election-Online Balloting Begins 
April 1-4   Western States Bar Conference    Scottsdale, Arizona 
April -6-8(?)   ABA Day in Washington     Virtual(?) 
April 9   Executive Committee   12:00 Noon Zoom 
April 16   Commission Meeting     9:00 a.m. Zoom 
April 15   Election-Online Balloting Ends 
 
May 27   Executive Committee   12:00 Noon Zoom 
May ?   Admission Ceremony   12:00 Noon State Capitol(?) 
 
June 4   Commission Meeting     9:00 a.m. Utah State Bar(?) 
 
July 16   Executive Committee   12:00 Noon Utah State Bar(?) 
July 28   Commission Meeting     1:00 p.m. Sun Valley, ID 
July 28-31   Summer Convention     Sun Valley, ID 
 
 
JCB/Commission Agenda 2.5.21 
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UTAH BAR COMMISSION MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
 

Title:  Agenda Item #2.4  -  8th Judicial District Nominating Commission Nominees 

Submitted by:  John Baldwin      

Meeting Date:  February 5, 2021 

 
ITEM/ISSUE: 
 
To select four nominees for the 8th Judicial District Nominating Commission. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Bar is seeking applications from lawyers to serve on the Eighth District Trial Court Nominating 
Commission.  The Commission nominates judges to fill vacancies on the district court and the juvenile 
court within the Eighth Judicial District.  Two lawyers are appointed by the Governor from a list of four 
nominees provided by the Bar.  
 
Commissioners must be citizens of the United States and residents of the Eighth District (Daggett, 
Duchesne, and Uintah Counties).  Commissioners are appointed for one term of four years.  No more 
than four of the seven members of the nominating commission may be of the same political party.   
 
INFO ONLY:             DISCUSSION:      ACTION NEEDED:  X 
 
 
APPLICANTS:  
 
1. John Hancock  Independent 
2. Tegan Troutner Independent 
3. Mike Harrington (Resume and other information requested.  Deadline February 4, 2021) 
4. Brad Brotherson (Resume and other information requested.  Deadline February 4, 2021) 
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UTAH BAR COMMISSION MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
 

Title:  Agenda Item #3.2  -  Blomquist Hale Request to Increase Fees 

Submitted by:  John Baldwin 

Meeting Date:  February 5, 2021 

 
SUMMARY:  Blomquist Hale Consulting Service has been providing professional 
counseling to Utah lawyers and their dependents since 2006.  In 2009, the Bar renegotiated 
our monthly fee to them and agreed to a monthly payment of $6,250.00.  There has been no 
increase in the payment since 2006.  The annual payment then has been $75,000.  A copy of 
the most recent quarterly report is attached. 
 
ITEM/ISSUE:  Blomquist Hale is now requesting to increase the annual payment for their 
professional services to $91,000 per year to cover the increased costs for their services over 
the past 15 years and for the next several years.  Blomquist Hale has agreed to providing 
services for the Office of Professional Conduct’s (OPC) Diversionary Program.  An increased 
emphasis on diversions was an important aspect of the American Bar Association’s (ABA) 
OPC review report.  This request would deal with the current needs of Blomquist Hale and 
would assist the Bar’s focus on lawyer well-being and recovery.  It is difficult to place an 
amount on how much of this increase may be attributed to OPC’s Diversionary Program but it 
does constitute some part of the increased amount.  The ABA report recommendations were 
initially implemented by the Utah Supreme Court through an implementation committee and 
are now being finalized through the OPC Oversight Committee, chaired by Hon. Diana 
Hagen. 
 
ACTION:  Increase fees paid to Blomquist Hale to support emphasis on the Diversion 
Program. 
 
INFO ONLY:                     DISCUSSION:                        ACTION NEEDED: X 
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