
UTAH STATE BAR VISION 
 

A just legal system that is understood, valued, and accessible to all. 

 
UTAH STATE BAR MISSION 

 

Lawyers serving the public and legal profession with excellence, civility, and integrity. 
 
 

 

UTAH STATE BAR SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS: 

 Please Follow Us and “LIKE” 

 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/utahstatebar 

 

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/utahstatebar/ 

 

 BlueSky - https://bsky.app/profile/utatstatebar.bsky.social 

 

X (Twitter) - https://x.com/UtahStateBar  

 

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/utah-state-bar/ 

 

 YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@UtahStateBar 
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Utah State Bar Commission 
Friday, November 13, 2026 

Paris A Room, Kimpton Hotel Monaco 
15 West 200 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 

  

AGENDA 
 

1. 9:00 a.m. Breakfast 
 

2.  9:30 a.m. President’s Welcome and Report: Tyler Young 
 

05 Mins. 2.1 Introductions 
05 Mins. 2.2  Reminders: 
 

 Lawyer Legislator Breakfast; November 18 at 7:30 a.m.  
in Capitol Building Boardroom 

 Fall Forum; November 19 and 20 at Little America Hotel  

 Commission Election Reminder 
     -    President-elect written notice due January 2nd 

-    Commissioner petitions due February 1st  

 Commission Tuesday Calls at 4:00 p.m.  
during legislative session 
 

 02 Mins. 2.3 Court CLE survey: Elizabeth Wright            (Tab 1, Page 4) 
05 Mins. 2.4 YLD Update: Nicole Johnston 

 

3. 9:45 a.m. Action Items 
 

10 Mins. 3.1  Approve Audit Report: Todd Gordon            (Tab 2, Page 7) 
10 Mins. 3.2 Appoint Second Division Commissioner; term ends July 2027    (Tab 3, Page 33) 
10 Mins. 3.3 Appoint ABA Delegate to Replace Erik Christiansen                   (Tab 4, Page 46) 
10 Mins. 3.4 Select Nominee(s) for the Constables Licensing Board               (Tab 5, Page 48) 
05 Mins. 3.5 Approve $5,000 Donation to Court of Appeals                           (Tab 6, Page 51) 

40th Anniversary Event 
10 Mins. 3.6 Approve Reserve Study                     (Tab 7, Page 55) 

  

10:45 a.m. Break 
 

11:00 a.m. Retreat Part One: Media and Strategic Communication Training    
 

 12:30 p.m. Lunch 
 

 1:15 p.m. Retreat Part Two: Media and Strategic Communication Training 
 

 3:45 p.m. Adjourn 
 



                ATTACHMENTS                                (Tab 8, Page 59) 
 

1. September 2026 Financial Statements 
2. Fund for Client Protection Recommendations 

 
             CONSENT AGENDA                               (Tab 9, Page 90) 

(Approved without discussion by policy if no objection is raised) 
 

1. Approve Minutes of August 6, 2026 Commission Meeting. 

 
CALENDAR 

 
2026 

 
November 18 Lawyer Legislator Breakfast   7:30 a.m. Utah State Capitol Building 
November 19-20 Fall Forum       Little America Hotel 
 

2027 
 
January 7 Executive Committee Meeting  10:00 a.m. Video Conference 
January 7 Utah Court of Appeals Luncheon  Noon  Grand America, SLC 
January 15 Bar Commission Meeting   9:00 a.m. Law & Justice Center 
January 19 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
January 26 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
January 27+ ABA Midyear Meeting     Chicago, Illinois 
 
February 1 Spring Convention Awards Nominations Due 
February 2 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
February 2 Bar Commission Election Petitions Due 
  1 seat - 2nd Division (Davis, Morgan, and Weber Counties) 
  3 seats - 3rdDivision (Salt Lake, Summit, and Tooele Counties) 

1 seat – 5th thru 8th Division (Beaver, Iron, Washington, Sanpete, Sevier, Piute, Wayne, Garfield, Kane, 
Carbon, Emery, Grand, San Juan, Duchesne, Daggett, and Uintah Counties). 

 
February 4 Executive Committee Meeting  Noon  Video Conference 
February 9 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
February 12 Bar Commission Meeting   9:00 a.m. Law & Justice Center 
February 16 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
February 23 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
 
March 2 Conference Call re: GRC Vote Review 4:00 p.m. Zoom 
March 4 Executive Committee Meeting  Noon  Video Conference 
March 5 General Session of Utah Legislature Ends 
March 10 Bar Commission Meeting   3:00 p.m. Dixie Convention Center 
March 11 – 13 Spring Convention      St. George, Utah 



Parking Instructions: The valet entrance for the Kimpton Hotel Monaco Salt Lake City is located on the 
south side of 200 South (15 W 200 S), between West Temple Street and Main Street.  Please inform the 
valet that you are with the Utah State Bar.  Follow the signage inside the hotel directing you to the Paris A 
room. 

https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=%2Fg%2F1tpf7m00
















































































































































































   

 UTAH STATE BAR COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 

August 5, 2026 

Utah Law and Justice Center 

In Attendance: Kim Cordova, Miriam Allred, Tom Bayles, Christian Clinger, Jess 
Couser, Yvette Donosso, Ezzy Khaosanga, Chrystal Mancuso-Smith, Mark Morris, 
Shawn Newell, and Tyler Young.  

New Commissioners: Ashely Biehl, Jeremy Reutzel, Walter Romney, Jr., and 
Christian Hansen. 

Ex-Officio Members: Erik Christiansen, Nate Alder, Abigail Cook, Alex Vandiver, 
Holly Nelson, Nick Stiles, Cara Tangaro, Katie Woods, , Nicole Johnston, and Dean 
Kronk Warner, Dean Moore 

Not in Attendance:, Brett Chambers, Rick Hoffman, Olivia Shaughnessy, and Ex-
Officio members Jennifer Peterson, Jessica Ramirez, Tiffany Shimada, and Eli 
McCann. 

Also in Attendance: Executive Director Elizabeth A. Wright, Assistant Executive 
Director Aubrey Schade, General Counsel Maribeth LeHoux, Communications 
Director Jennifer Weaver, Deputy General Counsel of Admissions Emily Lee. 
 

1. President’s Welcome and Reports  

1.1 President’s Welcome and Review Schedule 

Ms. Cordova welcomed the Commission and reviewed the schedule for the Convention. 
The opening session begins tomorrow at 8 am, following breakfast.  

1.2 Introduce New Commissioners   

Ms. Cordova announced the winners of the Commission elections and welcomed the new 
Commissioners, including Tom Bayles as president elect, Christian Hansen from the First 
Division, Walter Romney, Jr. from the Third Division, and Jeremy Reutzel from the 
Fourth Division.  

1.3 Review 2026-2027 Meeting Schedule  

Mr. Young reviewed schedule of meetings for the next year. The next meeting will be 
November 13 at Hotel Monaco. There will be no December meeting, and the next meeting 
will be in January when the Legislative Session starts.   

1.4 NCBP Meeting Report 

Mr. Bayles, the President-Elect, discussed the NCBP meeting last week in Chicago. 
Topics included the rule of law, lawyer discipline, AI (particularly use by pro se litigants 
and the increase in filings), and judicial independence. 

1.5 Fee Meeting with Court Report  



   

Ms. Cordova discussed the recent meeting with the Court to approve the fee increase. Bar 
leadership had met with the Court a few months ago, but the Court had wanted to wait 
until the confirmation of the new justices before approving a fee increase. The Court 
approved $75 of the requested $100 increase.  

 

2. Discussion Items 

2.1 Commission Review and Approval of All Bar Division Awards  

Ms. Wright discussed the Bar Awards Committee. In addition to those given by the Bar, 
there are other groups and sections that give awards throughout the year. The Commission 
discussed whether the Commission wanted to review all awards given on behalf of the 
Bar, or also Divisions and Sections.  

Ms. Khaosanga made a motion that awards from Divisions need Commission approval. 
Ms. Couser seconded. Mr. Clinger offered a friendly amendment that the Commission 
review, but not approve, awards from Sections. Mr. Young seconded the friendly 
amendment. The amended motion passed 7-4.  

 

3. Information Items 

3.1 ABA House of Delegates Meeting 

Erik Christiansen discussed the ABA House of Delegates meeting, which was earlier this 
week in Chicago. One recent trend discussed was law firms starting to recruit summer 
associates before 1L. The also discussed recent changes to the DEI recommendations for 
the law school accreditation body. 

3.2 Bar Admissions Updates Report 

Emily Lee, Deputy General Counsel of Admissions, discussed issues with the 
administration of the NextGen bar exam that occurred in other jurisdictions. Our 
administration of the standard format exam went well.  

Ms. Lee provided an update on the Alternative Path of Licensure. We currently have 16 
candidates and will be doing the first exam this August. The exam is a 4-hour non-speeded 
exam which was created by Utah attorneys with the help of the testing company who 
helped create the LPP exam. There is also a 6-hour well-being training, which includes 
readings and a workbook as well as other modules for applicants to complete.  

4. Action Items 

4.1 Appoint Lawyer Succession Planning Committee  

Mr. Young discussed the need for lawyers to prepare succession plans in their practices. 
He would like to start a committee to investigate and make recommendations. Mr. Bayles 
would serve as co-chair, based on his experience. 

Ms. Cordova made a motion to create a succession planning committee within the 
Commission. Mr. Young seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  

 



   

4.2 Purchase Table for Legal Aid Society Gala 

This year’s Legal Aid Gala will be Friday, September 25 at Little America. Table for ten 
is $1,750. 

 

Ms. Cordova made a motion to buy a table for the Legal Aid Gala. Mr. Clinger seconded, 
and the motion was unanimously approved.  

 

5. Commission Reorganization 

5.1 Approve 2026-2027 Executive Committee 

Ms. Cordova made a motion to approve the Commission Executive Committee. Ms. 
Couser seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  

5.2 Appoint 2026-27 Ex Officio Members 

Ms. Cordova made a motion to approve the 2026-27 Ex Officio Members. Mr. Morris 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  

5.3 Adopt Resolution on Bank Signatures 

Ms. Cordova made a motion to approve the resolution on bank signatures. Ms. Khaosanga 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  

 

6. Recognize Retiring Utah State Bar Commissions 

Ms. Cordova recognized the retiring commissioners: Mark Morris, Olivia Shaughnessy, 
and Brett Chambers. Ms. Shaughnessy and Mr. Chambers were not present but were 
recognized. The Commission thanked Mr. Morris, who spoke about the importance of the 
work the Commission does. 

 

The Commission also recognized and thanked Ms. Cordova as her term as president ends.  

 

Adjournment. 

The Commission adjourned at 3 p.m.  

 

Consent Agenda. 

The Commission approved by consent the following items:  

 Minutes of the May 15, 2026 Commission Meeting 

 

 


