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NEW ORLEANS POLICE DEPARTMENT
UNIFORM MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENT REPORT
AND INCIDENT REPORT

SUPAF STATE COMPUTER RUMBER

NOFD ITEM NUMDER

CONTINUATION SHEET
L-5484-84

DESCRIPTION

SERIAL MO, ]rvot BYOLEN

l ATCcoveEaro

VICTIM:

LOCATION:

TIME & DATE:

Ray T. Liuzza, WM, 12-3-50, formally residing 2022
Baronne St., Apt. 3

17

45 Josephine St on the sidewalk

.

Thursday, December 6, 1984 at 12:40 AM .

PROPERTY
STOLEN: a. 1- Cartier Tank Watch, Model # 837-17723, small
square white face with roman numerals, blue sapphire
stone on stem, black leather band, value $1,800.00
dollars.
b. 1- Men's gold block ring with the initial "L”, Value
$100.00 dollars
Cc. l- Sterling Silver chain, no further description.
Value unknown.
d. 1- Man's black leather wallet, Value unknown
e. 1- American Express Credit Card, Account § 3720-65
702922009
f. 1- Shell 0il Company credit card, Account Number
656-120~242-55001K
g. l- Texaco 0il Company credit card, Account Number
53-935-21520-47001
h. 1- Saks Fifth Ave. credit card in the name of Ray
Liuzza, Account number unknown.
PROPERTY
RECOVERED: a. l-Man's gold block ring with the initial “L", value
$100.00 dollars
EVIDENCE: A. 1- Tauras .357 magnum caliber revolver, blue steel
4" barrel, brown wooden grips, Serial § 11387.
B. 2- Maywell C-120 Tassette Tapes
C. Z- spent pellets recovered from scene
D. 1- Gold block ring with the initial *L*®
E. 1- Large square white piece of cardboard on which
is recorded Perkins original notes.
REFORTING OFFICER BADGT REFORTING DF FICUR 6ACGE Inarn accass mumsan
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WITNESSES: 1

F. 2- Crimestoppers reports identifying the perpetrator

G. 6~ BI photographs used in the lineup of John Thomp-

s50n

H. BI photographs used in the lineup of Kevin Freeman

. BI photographs of Richard Perkins used in identifi-
cation.

J. 1- pair of men's grey pin striped slacks containing

blood stains and bullet holes

K. 1- 1974 Chevrolet Monte Carlo 2dr, license 53B957

. Junior Harris, NM, 1-15-48, residing 2500 Thalia St.
Apt. A., Phone 524-9385

2. Jessie Lee Harrison, NM, 12-5-60, residing 2519

Martin Luther King Blvd., Apt. 2C, phone 523-7018.

3. Ronnie Grant, NM, 2-15-59, residing 2317 S. Prieur

St.

- Kenneth Patrick Carr, NM, 9-23-60, residing 1540
St. Mary St., Apt. A, phone 525-7934, Employed 721
Iberville St., Phone 523-8463.

. Richard Alphonse Perkins, NM, 10-19-64, residing 211
St. Andrew St., PHone 568-1586.

6. William Brown, WM, Asst. General Manager, Internat-

ional Hotel, 300 Canal St., 581-1300

- Ray A. Liuzza, WM, President, International Hotel,
561-1300

- Gregory Dawson, NM, Metropolitan Insurance Company,
2714 Canal St., Suite 500, Office phone 822-3561,
Home phone 522-5846.

3. Evangelina "Angie" Poisson, WF, 8-4-10, residing

2026 Baronne St., Apt. 2, phone 581-2854.

N
Paul sSchiiffka, WM, 4-27-62, residing 2026 Baronne
St., Apt. 4, phone 524-8103.

b .

11. pamela Staab, WF, 6-~5-~62, residing 1745 Josephine
St., Apt. 4, 524-4283.
REPOARTING OFFICER dDADGE RAPOARTING OFFICER PADGE NOPFD ACCESS NUMBER
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12. Nora Mestayer, wFr, 6-4-61, residing 169 W, Oakridge
Park, Metairie, La., phone 835-6206, employed 929
Howard Ave., phone 586-9303

13. Jody Beauregard, WF, 3-9-56, residing 546 Jefferson
Ave., phone 895-~2104, employed Baptist Hospital.

14. Susan Steiner, WF, 9-6-57, residing 1207 Jackson
Ave., home phone 522-6568, Office phone 525-1512

15. Pierre Villere, WM, 5-17-52, residing 1441 Jackson
Ave., Home phone 566-1480, Office phone 566-1440.

16. Frank Maceilli, WM, 2810 Napoleon Ave., phone
891-2420.

17. Patti Pulitzer, WF, 9-13-43, residing 1002 Webster,
home phone 897-1837, Office phone 569-9315.

PROPERTY : a, 1- Colt D.A. .38 caliber revolver, blue steel, 6"
barrel, brown wooden handles, Serial § K-5464

b. 1- Dan Wesson .357 caliber revolver, blue steel,
6" barrel, brown wooden handles, Serial 4 210485

c. 1-Colt super .38 caliber automatic, blue steel,
Serial # 90812,

ARRESTED
SUBJECTS: 1. John Thompson, NM, 9-6-62, residing 1302 Simon
Bolivar sSt., BI # 220-915
2. Kevin Freeman, NM, 7-7-64, residing 2053 Jackson
Ave., BI § 240-522
GIST:

During the early morning hours of Thursday, December 6, 1984, the
two arrested subjects, John Thompson and Kevin Freeman, were cruising the
St. Charles Ave. area in Freeman's 1974 Chevrolet Monto Carlo with the
intention of locating and robbing a wealthy resident. Shortly after
midnight, Freeman parked his vehicle at the intersection of Dryades and
Josephine, and the two alighted from the vehicle and began walking down
Josephine St., toward St. Charles Ave. Upon reaching the intersection of
Baronne St. and Josephine, Thompson and Freeman cbserved the victim,

Ray T. Liuzza, parking his silver BMW automobile across the street from
his apartment complex in the 1700 block of Josephine St. As Thompson
and Freeman continued their trek, Ray Liuzza got out of his vehicle and

REPORTING OFFicZA BADGE REFORTING OFPICAR naDGE NOFD ACCESS NUMDER
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walked across Josephine St., toward the rear gate of his complex. As
Ray Liuzza approached the gate, Thompson pulled a Tauras .357 magnum blue
steel revolver and walked up to Liuzza. Thompson pointed the weapon at
Liuzza and ordered him to relinquish his property. Mr. Liuzza submitted
to the robbery and peacefully supplied Thompson with his wallet, his
wristwatch, and his gold initial ring. As he handed over each article,
Mr. Liuzza pleaded with Thompson not to shoot him. At some point during
these actions, Kevin Freeman became freightened and fled the scene, run—
ning back to his vehicle. Just as he reached his Chevrolet, Freeman
heard a volley of shots fired from the location of the robbery. A short
time later, Freeman spoke with John Thompson who informed him that he
had completed the robbery by shooting the victim. Freeman verified the
occurance via media accounts of the incident. Articlws of property
stolen in the robbery were later sold by Thompson to a buyer, from whom
it was recovered by police during an investigation.

NARRATIVE:

Det. Donald James Curole, assigned to Car 3345 of the Homicide Divi-
sion, respectfully reports of receiving notification from Det. Cyril
Davillier on Thursday, December 6, 1984 at 1:30 AM, that members of the
Sixth District were investigating an Armed Robbery, which occured in the
1700 block of Josephine St, in which the victim was shot and seriously
wounded. Det. Davillier further advised Det. Curole that investigating
officers of the Sixth District had completed the initial scene investi-
gation and had transported the victim to the Accident Room at Charity
Hospital.

At 1:42 AM, Det. Curole arrived at the Accident Room of Charity Hos-~|
pital where he met with Det. Cyril Davillier. The Dets. then interviewed
Head Nurse Susan Cummings, who advised that the victim had already been
transported to surgery, and was now listed in critical condition with
multiple gunshot wonnds. Both physicians who initially treated the victi
were in surgery with him, and were unavailable for interview. Miss.
Cummings provided no further information on the condition of the victim
at this time.

At 2:15 AM, Dets. Donald Curole and Cyril Davillier met with Officer
Clyde Angelo and David Carter, assigned to Car 612 of the Sixthe District!
who had conducted the initial scene investigation. These officers stated
that on Thursday, December 6, 1984 at 12:43 AM, they responded to an
emergency broadcast of a shooting from 2103 Baronne St. Upon arrival,
at 12:44 AM, Officers Angelo and Carter observed the victim, later identi
fied as Ray T. Liuzza, WM, 12-3-50, lying in the grass next to the build-
ing at 1745 Josephine St., near the intersection of Baronne St. Mr.
Liuzza was conscious when the officers located him, and briefly told them
that he had been robbed, and that the robber told him he was going to
shoot him. Mr. Liuzza then refused to provide the officers with further
details of the jncident, instead insisting that they transpeort him to

acron
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the in;ident, instead insisting that they transport him to the hospital
in their patrol car.

At 12:48 AM, Unit 1806, manned by Emergency Medical Tech's Riggs and
Daggs, arrived on the scene and administered first aid to the victim. At
12:55 AM, the EMT's placed Mr. Liuzza in the rear of their unit and
transported him to the Accident Room of Charity Hospital for treatment.
Officers Angelo and Carter were unsure of the number, or severity of
the injuries, but believed that Mr. Liuzza had suffered multiple gunshot
wounds to the chest and back.

At 1:46 AM, Crime Scene Tech. Anthony Cusimano arrived on the scene
and took the necessary photographs. Tech. Cusimano then retrieved two
spent pellets, one of which penetrated the exterior wall of 1745 Josephing
St, and the other which lodged in an interior hallway wall of the apart-
ment at that address. This pellet had originally passed through the
wooden entrance door before lodging in the hallway wall. A third pellet,
which had also penetrated the exterior wall of 1745 Josephine St., could
not be located. A detailed search of the area was conducted for ad-
ditional evidence, but none was located. Tech. Cusimano later prepared
a detailed report outlining his activities on the scene and itemizing the
evidence collected. A copy of this report is now contained in the case
file and .is available for future reference.

Upon completion of these tasks, Officers Angelo and Carter began in-
terviewing residents of the neighborhood in an attempt to locate wit-
nesses to the incident. The officers first interviewed Mr. Paul Schliffk
WM, 4-27-62, residing 2026 Baronne St., Apt. 4. Mr. Schliffka told Of-
ficers Angelo and Carter that at approximately 12:40 AM, as he was get-
ting into his vehicle, which was parked in front of his residence at
2026 Baronne St., he heard what sounded like several gunshots being
fired around the corner of Josephine St. Upon looking up, Mr. Schliffka
observed an unknown negro male running on Josephine, across Baronne st.,
in the direction of Dryades St. As the wanted subject ran across
Baronne St., Mr. Schliffka could plainly see a dark colored long barreled
revolver still clenched in his right hand. After the subject passed,
Mr. Schliffka ran to the corner of Josephine and Baronne Sts. and watched
the subject as he fled up Josephine to Dryades, and then unknown. Mr.
Schliffka's attention was then drawn away from the fleeing suspect by
the moans of Mr. Liuzza, who was lying wounded a few feet away in the
grass. Druing an interview, Mr. Schliffka provided Officers Carter and
Angelo with the following description of the suspect: Negro male, unknown
age, 6° tall, slim build, dark complexion, close cut black har, wearing
a black jacket and blue jeans. This subject was armed with a large, blue
steel revolver, with 2 long barrel. which he held in his right hanc.
This description was later broadcast by Officers Angelo and Carter to all
units patroling the area.

T
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The officers then interviewed Miss Pamela Staab, WF, 4-27-62, resid-
ing 1745 Josephine St. Miss Staab stated that she was inside hex apart-
ment when she heard the victim, whom she knows and who's voice she re-
cognized, telling someone to "take my watch". Miss Staab then heard
another voice say "No man, I'm going to shoot you". Miss Staab then
heard several shots fired, followed by the sound of someone running.

Miss Staab did not look outside of her apartment during this time, and
witnessed nothing. After hearing the shots fired, Miss Staab ran to her
roommate and told her that someone had just robbed Ray. Miss Staab added
nothing further during this interview.

The officers then interviewed Miss Nora Mestayer, WF, 6-4-61, who
resided with Miss Staab at 1745 Josephine St. Miss Mestayer told the
officers that she was sleeping in her bedroom when she was awaken by the
sound of loud voices outside her apartment. Miss Mestayer, still groggy
from sleep, heard the voices for only a short time, and could not under-
stand what was said. She then heard several gunshots fired. Miss
Mestayer was in bed during this time, and did not witness what transpired
outside of her apartment. Miss Mestayer provided no further information
during this interview.

The officers also interviewed Mr. Gerald Schreiber, WM, 8-24-49, who
jdentified himself as a close friend of the victim. After supplying the
victim's background information to the officers, Mr. Schreiber and Officef
Angelo entered Mr. Liuzza's apartment in an attempt to ascertain what,
if anything, was stolen from the victim duirng the robbery. Mr. Schreibe}l
searched the apartment and was able to locate Mr. Livzza's Rolex wrist-
watch, raising speculation that the Cartier wristwatch was the one stolen
Mr. Schreiber was unable to ascertain if anything else was missing.

L

Following these interviews, Det. Curole accompanied Lt. Antoine
Saacks of the Sixth District to the 1700 block of Josephine where he con-
ducted a personal inspection of the scene. This building is a two story
wood frame structure which was formally a double residence, but has since
been subdivided into apartments. The building bears the address 2030
and 2032 Baronne St in front, and 1745 Josephine for the side apartment.
This building is one of three remodeled former doubles which comprise
the apartment complex. A continuous black wrought iron fence spans the
entire frontal lenght of the complex, which faces Baronne St. Three
seperate entrance gates are located along this length, all of which are
kept locked from the inside. At the back of the building located at 1745
Josephine St. is a small driveway capable of accomodating two or three
vehicles. Beyond this driveway is a wooden fence, which secures the rear
vard of the complex. To the extreme left is a gate, which affords
access from the driveway to the rear yard. It should be noted that this
area is very dark, with the only iliumination provided by a single streetp
light located in the 1700 block of Josephine St.
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Mr. Liuzza's vehicle, a 1979 BMW 4 dr, color silver, bearing
Louisiana License 169E973, was found parked in front of 1740 Josephine
St., facing toward Baronne St. This location is across Josephine St.,
and slightly behind, the driveway and gate Mr. Liuzza normally used to
enter the apartment grounds. This vehicle appeared undisturbed, and
showed nothing to indicate that the incident commenced in this area.

On the side of the residence at 1745 Josephine St., Det. Curole ob-
served three bullet holes, which appeared to be spaced some distance
apart. Two of these holes were located in weatherboards comprising the
exterior facade of the building. The third bullet hole was located in
the solid wooden entrance door to 1745 Josephine St. As previously men-
tioned, the bullet which penetrated the door, and one of the bullets
which penetrated the exterior wall were recovered by Tech. Cusimano of
the New Orleans Police Crime lab. However the third bullet, which also
penetrated the exterior wall, was not located. It should be noted that
the two holes which penetrate the weatherboards appear to the left of the
hole which penetrated the wooden door, in the direction of Baronne St.,
proceeding further down the side of the building, Det. Curole observed a
small pool of fresh blood in the grass adjacent to the building near the
side of the front porch. Lt. Saacks indicated that this was the location|
where Officers Carter and Angelo found the victim lying when they drrived
No additional evidence, or points of interest, were located during this
inspection of the scene. Upon completion of this task, Det. Curole de-
parted the scene enroute to the Homicide Division Office.

Upon returning to the Homicide Office at 3AM, Det. Curole was noti-
fied by Correctional Officer Mary Bell that the victim, Ray T. Liuzza
had expired. Miss Bell explained that at 2:30 AM authorities at the
Accident Room of Charity Hospital notified the Command Desk of the New
Orleans Police Department, who relayed news of the death of Miss Bell.
According to information received, Ray T. Liuzza was pronounced dead by
Dr. Mark Valantine at Charity Hospital at 2:17 A.M. No further informat-
ion was available at this time.

Following this Det. Curole proceeded to the Communications Center of
the New Orleans Police Department where he obtained a copy of the Computey
Complaint History logged for this incident. This history indicated that
the first notification was received at 12:42 AM from a person identified
as Miss Cash, phone number 522-2178, who stated that someone had just
been shot in the street. Supplemental notifications were received at
12:43 AM, the first from Miss Oholendt, residing 2026 Baronne St., Apt.
phone 524~8103, who stated that she heard several gqunshots and now hears
a2 male yelling for help, and the last . from Miss Khiel, phone 523-6131,
who stated that she heard gunshots in the area and now sees a man down
near the intersection. A printout of the complaint history is now in-
cluded in the case file. Interviews with the three complainants will be
conducted at a later date.

Det.
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On Thursday, Pecember 6, 1984 at 9AM, Det. Donald Curole proceeded
to the Orleans Parish Coroner's Office where he viewed an autopsy perfor-
med on the remains of Ray T. Liuzza by Coroner's Pathologist Dr. Monroe
Samuels M.D. Upon completion of this Post Mortem Examination, Dr.

Samuels provided the following information pertaining to the wounds ob-
served;

1. One gunshot wound to the right anterior chest, located in the lower

Auxillary region along the lateral border of the right Pectoralis
muscle, which penetrates the muscles of the right lateral aspects
of the chest and exits immediately lateral to the right scapula.

This wound is superficial and did not penetrate the chest cavity.

2. One gunshot wound to the Postero-lateral aspect of the abdomen, left
side, just above the Iliac crest which passed through multiple loops
of the small intestine, the hepatic flexor of the color, and the
liver, before exiting at the costal margin of the anterior chest,
just to the right of the midline.

3. One gunshot entrance wound to the medial back, just to the right of
the midline which penetrated the right lateral aspect of the ver-
tebral column, the renal bed on the right side, the right lobe of
the liver, and the diaphragm, before exiting at the lateral aspect
of th right midchest.

4. One gunshot wound to the medial back to the left of midline which
passes through the soft tissues of the back without penetrating the
chest cavity, with a corresponding exit wound to the right lateral
abdomen, just above the iliac crest.

This is also a superficial gunshot wound.

5. Gunshot entrance wound to the medial lower right buttock which passek
through the soft tissues and muscles of the upper posterior thigh,
with a corresponding exit wound to the antero-lateral right midthigh}

It should be noted that each wound enumerated above corresponds with a
numbered wound chart prepared by Dr. Samuels following the examination.
This wound chart is now contained in the case file and is available for
future reference. Also contained in the case file are copies of the
Coroner's Office Day Record, and the Autopsy Protocol outlining the
results of the previously described Post Mortem Examination.

on Thursday, December 6, 1984 at '11AM, Det. Curole met and inter-
viewed Miss Susan Steiner, WF, 9~6-57, residing 1207 Jackson Ave, in the
Ave, in the offices of the Homicide Division. Miss Steiner, who was
Mr. Liuzza's companion just prior to his murder, rendered the following
account of the evening of December 5, 1984. After leaving her office at
7:30 PM, Miss Steiper met Mr, Liuzza at the 4141 Club. 4341 St, Charles
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Ave, where they remained only a short time. From there they proceeded

to Lenfant's Restaurant located on Canal Blvd. where they met friends,
identified as Pierre Villere and Patti Pulitzer, in the lounge. The
couple remained in Lenfant's Lounge until about midnight, at which time
they left and drove back to the 4141 Club on St. Charles Ave. As they
drove up to the 4141 Club Miss Steiner decided not to go inside and re-
guested that Mr. Liuzza driver her home. They then proceeded to her
residence at 1207 Jackson Ave. After speaking inside Miss Steiner's
apartment for a few minutes, Mr. Liuzza departed, enroute home. This

was the last time Miss Steiner saw, or spoke to Mr. Liuzza. Miss Steiner
informed Det. Curole that Mr. Liuzza had not consumed much alcohol during
the evening, and was intoxicated at the time he departed her residence
for his apartment. .

Miss Steiner then provided Det. Curole with a description of the
property Mr. Liuzza had on his person during the evening of December 5,
1984. Mr. Liuzza was wearing a Cartier Tank wristwatch with a small,
square white face in gold trim, and a black leather band, a small gold
ring with the initial "L", and a black leather wallet containing Mr.
Liuzza's identification and credit cards. Miss Steiner was unsure what
credit cards Mr. Liuzza owned, except for an Amercan Express Card. Miss
Steiner continued that Mr. Liuzza consistently made purchases with his
American Express Card, and carried little, if any, cash on his person.
On the night of December 5, 1984 Mr. Liuzza conducted all transactions
with this credit card and indicated to Miss Steiner that he possessed
no cash at all. Miss Steiner also mentioned a sterling silver chain
wvhich Mr. Liuzza wore around his neck, but could provide no further des-
cription. No additional information was collected from Miss Steiner
during this interview.

Det. Curole also interviewed Mr. Pierre Villere, WM, 5-17-52, resid-
ing 1441 Jackson Ave, who had accompanied Miss Steiner to the Homicide
Office. Mr. Villere informed the Det. that he and his date, identified
as Patti Pulitzer, spent the evening with Ray Liuzza and Susan Steiner
at the lounge located in Lefant's Restaurant on Canal Blvd. Mr. Villere
verified the information provided by Miss Steiner during her interview,
and could add nothing further.

On Friday, December 7, 1984 at 10:30 AM, Det. Curole reinterviewed
Miss Pamela Staab, WF, 6-5-62, at her apartment at 1745 Josephine St.
Miss Staab told Det. Curole that at about 12:30 AM she was awaken by the
sound of loud voices outside her bedroom window. It should be noted that
Miss Staab‘s bedroom window faces Josephine St., and is only a short
distance from the rear driveway that Mr. Liuzza normally used to enter
the complex. In addition, one cf the gunshots entered a wooden entrance
door located only a few feet to the left of Miss Staab's bedroom window.
Miss Staab stated that from the sound of the voices, she believed that thd
robbery occured just outside her bedroom window.
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Miss Staab stated that from the sound of the voices, she believed that
the robbery occured just outside her bedroom window. Miss Staab continue
that she distinctly heard the voice of her neighbor, Ray T. Liuzza, sayin
rather excitedly "Please go ahead, take my watch", and *here you can have
my wallet". Miss Staab described Liuzza as “very insistent” in telling.
the person to take his property. She then heard another man's voice,
whom she did not recognize, say "I've got to shoot you?, or words to that
affect. She then heard a volley of shots fired in rapid succession, but
was unsure of the exact amount fired. Miss Staab then heard what sounded
like someone running, but was unsure of which direction. After hearing
this sequence of events, Miss Staab got out of bed and ran to her room-—
mate, identified as Nora Mestayer, who was sleeping in her bedroom lo-
cated in the rear of the apartment. When she reached her roommate she
exclaimed "someone had just shot Ray". Later, during the scene investi-
gation, officers entered her apartment and located a spent pellet, which
was ledged in her bedroom wall, just above where her head was positioned
as she slept. No further information was collected from Miss Staab
during this interview. It should be noted that Miss Staab never observed
the incident, and was unable to provide the investigators with any in-
formation pertaining to the wanted subject,

At 11AM, Det. Curole arrived at 929 Howard Ave., where he met and
interviewed Miss Nora Mestayer, WF, 6-4-61. Miss Mestayer, who is Miss
Staab’s roommate, stated that she also was awaken by the sound of loud
voices outside of her apartment, but was unable to understand what was
being said. Shortly thereafter she heard a rapid series of shots fired,
followed by the sound of someone running. Miss Mestayer stated immediately
after that Miss Staab entered her room and informed her that Ray Liuzza
had been shot. Miss Mestayer could add nothing further during this interf
view.

At 11:30 AM, Det. Curole met and interviewed Mr. Paul Schliffka,
WM, 4-27-62, at his residence at 2026 Baronne St., Apt. 4. Mr. Schliffka
stated that he had just walked from his apartment and was in the process
of entering his vehicle, which was parked at the curb, when he heard four
shots fired around the corner on Josephine St. Upon looking up Mr.
Schliffka observed a negro male subject running across Baronne St., and
then continuing down Josephine St. toward Dryades St. As this man crossedfl
Baronne St., Mrs. Schliffka plainly observed a large, blue steel, long
barreled revolver still clenched in his right hand. Mr. Schliffka des-—
cribed this man as a negro male, early 20's, 6' tall, slim build, dark
complexion, close cut hair, wearing a black nylon jacket and dark pants,
possibly blue jeans. Mr. Schliffka sgw this man only from the side for
a short period of time as he ran across Baronne St., and was unsure if he
could recognize his again. After seeing this man run across Baronne St.,
Mr. Schliffka walked to the corner of Josephine and Baronne and watched
as the perpetrator ran up the sidewalk, on the downtown side of Josephine
st., toward Dryades. Mr. Schliffka’s attention was drawn away from the

suspect when he became aware ofsomeone moaning behind him.
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He then turned around and found Mr. Liuzza lying in the grass a short
distance away. Upon realizing that Mr. Liuzza was seriously wounded,
Mr. Shcliffka ran to the front of his apartment and yelled for his room-
mate to notify the police, which she did. Mr. Schliffka had no further
information to contribute to this investigation.

At 3PM, Friday, December 7, 1984, Det. Donald Curole proceeded to
the International Hotel, 300 Canal St., where he met and interviewed Mr.
Bill Brown, Asst. General Manager, and Mr. Ay A. Liuzza, who is the
father of the victim;and President of the Hotel. The two men supplied
Det. Curole with background information on the victim, as well as the
identity of close firends who could possibly contribute useful informatioh.
Mr. Liuzza also proivded Det. curole with a description of the property
he believed was stolen from his son during the robbery. This list in-
cluded a Cartier Tank wristwatch, small square white face with gold trim
and black numerals, a gold block style ring with the initial "L", a
sterling silver chain which he wore around his neck, a black leather
wallet containing an American Express Credit Card, a Saks Fifth Avenue
Credit card, all in the name of the victim, and a Shell Gasoline Credit
Card in the name of the International Hotel. Mr. Liuzza also suggested
that Det. Curole contact Mr. Scheffer Michaels at Adler's Jeweler's on
st., for additional information on the wrist watch. Mr. Michael's sold
the watch to the victim some years ago and maintained records on all
transactions.

Mr. Liuzza went onto say that his son had been empolyed at the Hotel
for about five years, and had just been promoted to Vice President of
the Hotel a week prior to his death. Ray T. Liuzza was close friends
with Mr. Frank Macelli, who owned and operated the apartment complex on
Baronne St., where he lived for the past five to six years. Mr. Liuzza
had no recollection of his son encountering any problens at his residence
during the time he resided there. Mr. Liuzza described his son as a
gentle man who would- have submitted to a robbery attempt without express-
ing hostility or resistence. Mr. Liuzza had nothing further to add
during this conversation.

On Saturday, Decembexr 8, 1984 between the hours of 12 noon and 4PM,
Dets. Curole and Demma conducted a supplemental canvass of the area
surrounding the scene. During this canvass, the following people were
interviewed:

Miss Sheri Hartman, WF, 9-24-49, 2031 Baronne St. Heard six gunshots
which prompted her to look out of her second floor window. Upon doing

so she observed a blonde haired male Xneeling over a man who was lying in
the grass next to the corner building. No further information.

Mr. Logas Faust, WM, 8-29-62, 2022 Baronne St., Apt. 1. Heard six
shots fired during the night, but saw nothing.
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Miss Angie Poisson, WF, 8-4-10, 2026 Baromne Apt. 2. Miss Poisson

identified herself as the manager of the apartment complex, but had no
independent knowledge of the shooting.

Susan Crane, WF, 10-31-58, residing 2032 Baronne St. Heard several
gunshots fired at about 12:40 AM, but heard, nor saw nothing else.

Stephen McAlister, WM, 33, 2103 Baronne St., Apt. 1. Heard what
he believed to be gunshots fired early that morning. Went to his window
but saw only the vidtim lying in the grass.

Rosemary Cash, WF, 24, 2103 Baronne St., Apt. 1. Was awaken by the
sound of six gunshots, then heard someone yelling “"No, No". Neither
heard nor saw anything else.

Miss Sharon Robinson, NF, 39, 1734 Josephine St. Heard five shots
fired at about 12:50 AM. Neither heard nor saw anything further.

At 6PM, Saturday, December 8, 1984, Dets. Curole and Demma again
met with Mr. Bill Brown at the International Hotel. Mr. Brown informed
the Dets. that he had collected the victims clothing from Charity Hospita
shortly after his death, and now wished to turn that clothing over to the
investigators. Mr. Borwn then handed Det. Curole a brown paper bag con-
taining Mr. Liuzza's underwear, a pair of black socks, and a pair of grey
pin stripped patns which contained bullet holes and blood stains. Mr.
Brown further advised Det. Curole that he had located Mr. Liuzza's reli-
gious medan in the property and had turned it over to the family. Again
he mentioned that the sterling silver chain on which this midal was once
attached, was still missing. Nothing further was learned during this
interview.

At 8PM, Dets. Curole and Demma proceeded to the Property and Evi-
dence Division where they turned over one pair of grey pin stripped pants
containing bullet holes and blood stains over to Officer R. Huber.
Receipt control number A74293 was issued for this evidence. A copy of
this document is now contained in the case file.

on Sunday, December 9, 1984, at 4PM, Det. Curole interviewed Miss
Patti Pulitzer, WF, 9-13-43, residing 1002 Webster St. Miss Pultzer id-
entified herself as a close friend of the victim and informed the in-
vestigators that she was with Pierre Villere, along with Ray Liuzza and
his girlfriend, Susan Steiner at Lenfant's prior to the murder. Miss
Pulitzer stated that Liuzza left Lenfant's with Miss Steiner at about
midnight. Just prior to leaving. Mr. “Liuzza mentioned that he was
fatigued, and intended to proceed straight home. Miss Pultizer concluded
the interview by saying that Mr. Liuzza consumed only a small amount of
alcohol during his stay at Lenfant's and was not intoxicated at the time
he left

Det
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At 5:30 PM, Det. Curole and Demma interviewed Mr. Cris Braiwick, WM,
12-11-55, at his residence at 813 Hildigo St. Mr. Braiwick, who identi-
fied himself as Liuzza's best friend, told Det. Curole that Liuzza used
"cocaine"” recreationally”, but was very discreet in its use. According
to Braiwick, Liuzza would only use cocaine when the drug was offered to
him, by friends, at social gatherings. Liuzza never purchased the nar-
cotic, and had no regular connection for the purchase of the drug. Fol-
lowing this, Mr. Braiwick provided a detailed description of the jewelry
taken from Mr. Liuzza during the robbery. Mr.Braiwich added nothing
further during this conversation.

On Monday, December 10, 1984 at 10AM, Dets. Curole and Demma pro-
ceeded to the New Orleans Police Crime Lab whexe they spoke with Ballis-
tics Examiner Otho Stubbs. Det. Stubbs indicated that he examined the
two spent pellets which were recovered from the scene of the murder and

found that both were fired from the same weapon. According to Det. Stubb

the family characteristics observed during this examination was consis-

tent with either a Smith & Wesson, Ruger, or Tauras brand revolver. This

weapon could be either a .38 or .357 caliber. Det. Stubbs speculated
however, from evidence collected thusfar, that the weapon most probably
was a .357 caliber. Before concluding this conversation, Det. Stubbs

informed the investigators that the two pellets were in excellent condit-

ion which rendered them suitable for comparison should a suspect weapon
be recovered.

At 3PM, Monday, December 10, 1984, Dets. Curole and Demma proceeded
to Adler‘'s Jewelers on Canal St., where they met with Mr. Schiffer Mich-
aels. Mr. Michaels informed the Dets. that he researched his files and

found that Liuzza purchased a Cartier Tank wristwatch in 1975 articles as

a small thin wristwatch with a square face outlined in gold, containing
black roman numerals. The watch also had an sapphire mounted on the
stem, and a black leather band. A serial number, inscribed on the back
of the watch, consisted of the digets 5C which was followed by four ad-
ditional numerals. Mr. Michaels was unable to provide the full serial
number due to incomplete records. Mr. Michaels further stated that his
records did not reflect the purchase of the ring described by Liuzza's

family from his establishment. It should be noted that in a later inter-

view with Cris Braiwick, Dets. learned that this ring was purchased by
Mr. Liuzza from an unidentified antique shop located somewhere in the
French Quarter. Mr. Michaels also provided the investigators with a
photograph depicting a watch similar to the one stolen from Mr. Liuzza.
No additional information was collected during this interview.

At 4PM. Dets. Curocle and Demma préceeded to Baptist Hospital where
they met and interviewed Miss Jody Beauregard, WF, 3-9-56, residing 546
Jefferson Ave. Miss Beauregard, who identified herself as Liuzza's
former girlfriend, was reportedly very close to him. Miss Beauregard
possessed no information pertinent to the incident, but did supply
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valuable background information on the victim. Miss Beauregard also

gold block ring taken from Mr. Liuzza during the robbery. Before con-

cluding this interview, Det. Curole made arrangements for an artists to
meet with Miss Beauregard.

At 3PM, Monday, December 10, 1984, Det. Sam Gebbia of the Homicide
Division met with Miss Jody Beauregard at the residence of Miss Patti
Pultzer, 1002 Webster St. As a result of this meeting, Det. Gebbia was
able to prepare a sketch of the ring Mr. Liuzza wore at the time of the
robbery. A copy of this sketch is now contained in the case file.

On Tuesday, December 11, 1984, Mr. Ray A. Liuzza held a news con-
ference during which he informed the media of the existance of a reward
fund, totaling $15,000.00 dollars, which had been posted for the arrest
and convictions of the murdered of Ray T. Liuzza. The provisions of
or persons who provided informatjon leading to the arrest of the person
Attorney at Law, vho is also a close friend of the family. A notarized
copy of the document listing the amount of the reward, and the terms by
available for future reference.

pared and distributed in the area of the murder. Articles concerning
this reward fund were published in the local newspapers, and stories

On December 12, 1984, Det. Curole contacted and interviewed the

occured. The first person interviewed was Miss Kanpice Oholendt, WF,

then a pause followed by three additional gunshots. She then stepped
a black male, 25 years of age, medium build, dark jacket, dark pants,
her to call the police, which she did. Miss Oholendt informed the

investigators that she only saw the fleeing suspect from the rear, and
would be unable to identify him. N

she heard five gunshots fired in rapid succession. She then ran to her
bedroom window and peered out, observing a tall slim black man with a

l reovence |

indicated that she was capable of rendering an artists conception of the

this fund stipulated that half the amount would be awarded to the person
responsible, with the remaining half awarded at the time of this persons
conviction. This fund was to be administered by Mr. Joseph Maselli Jr.,

which it would be administered, is now contained in the case file and is

Following this news release, posters announcing the reward were pre-

aired by local radio and television stations. 1In hppe of soliciting the
information which would identify whomever was responsible for this crime.
three people who notified police of the incident on the night the murder

8-27-45, who is the roommate of Paul Schliffka. Miss Oholendt stated thal
she was in the front room of her apartment when she heard a gunshot, and

onto her balcony, which overlooks Baronne St., at which time she observed

running across Baronne St., carrying a gun in his right hand. Following
this, Paul Schliffka yelled to her that someone had been shot, and orderefl

Dets. next interviewed Miss Charon Kiehl, WF, 6-4-54, residing 2103
Baronne St., Apt. 5. Miss Kiehl stated that she was in her kitchen when
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hair net on bending over a man's body. Since this interview was conductefi

Miss Kiehl has spoken to Paul Schliffka, and now believes that it was he
she boserved kneeling over the body.

The third complaninant, Miss Rosemary Cash, had been interviewed
earlier in this investigation with the information collected recorded in
a prior portion of this report.

During the course of this investigation, Dets. assigned to the
Criminal Investigation Bureau of the New Orleans Police Department re-
ceived and recorded a vast amount of information identifying a myriad of
suspects in the murder of Ray T. Liuzza. Additional information was re-
ceived from other law enforcement agencies as well as the friends and
family of the victim. Most of this information was received from people
who telephoned the authorities with their information, but expressed a
wish to remain anonymous. Some information was collected from people
who identified themselves and cooperated in the ongoing investigation.
In each case where information identifying a certain suspect was received
an investigation was conducted to ascertain that persons culpability in
this matter. It should be noted that none of these investigations re-
sulted in the identification of Ray Liuzza's killer, and most resulted
in the elimination of the person named as a suspect in this crime. The
perponderance the scope of this report, and therefore not included. How-
ever, this information was recorded, and retained for future reference
should this be required.

Two pieces of information obtained via the Crimestoppers Hotline
duirng this investigation ultimately assisted the investigators in iden-
tifying the killer's of Ray T. Liuzza.

The first tip was received on the Crimestopper’s Hotline by Det.
Vivian Williams on Monday, December 31, 1984 at 10:30 AM. This caller,
a black male who remained anonymous, identified John Thompson, NM, 23,
alais “nut®™, residing 1302 Simon Bolivar, and Kevin Freeman, Nm, 23,
alais Kojak, residing 2220 Felicity as the people involved in this kill-
ing. The caller described Thompson as a negro male, 23 years old, 6'
tall, 130 1lbs with short black hair, and Freman as a negro male, 23
years old, years old, 6*' tall, 130 lbs. The claler further stated that
Thompson actually robbed and shot Liuzza while Freeman waited in the
vehicle, described as a 1975 or 1976 Chevrolet 2 door, black over bur-—
gundy. The caller who provided no additional information, was assigned
identification number 4 292, and the information recorded on a Crime-

stoppers questionnaire, which was forwarded to Det. Curole for investi-
gation.

The second tip was also received via the Crimestopper's Hotline by
Det. Williams on Friday, January 4, 1985 at 2:55 PM. This caller, who
identified himself as Ken Carr, residing 1540 St. Mary St., Apt. A,
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~in Harry's Bar, located at Felicity and Saratoga, at about 1:30 AM,

told Det. Williams that while seated in a bar located at Felicity and
Saratoga, on 12-31-84, he overheard a conversation between two men who
were seated next to him. One of the men, whom he identified as John,
alias "NUT" or "NOOKIE", NM, 6' tall, 120 lbs, was heard to say he didn'
want to kill him, but he was about to turn me over. The second man then
said “"John, don't crack on me". Mr. Carr provided no further information
but stated he would arrive home from work at 4:30 PM and requested an
interview with the detectives investigating this case. Det. Williams as-
signed identification number §295 to Mr. Carr, and then recorded the

information on a Crimestoppers Questionnair which she forwarded to Det.
Curole for investigation.

It should be noted that original copies of-these questionnaires are
now contained in the case file and are available for future reference.

At 5:30 PM, Friday, January 4, 1985, Dets. Curole and Demma proceede
to 1540 St. Mary, Apt. A, where they met and interviewed Mr. Kenneth
Patrick Carr, NM, 9-23-60. Mr. Carr, who is employed at Sallara's Park-
ing Garage, 721 Iberville St., told the investigators that while seated

January 1, 1985, he overheard a conversation between two men who were
seated near him. The initial portion of this conversation was inaudible,
but then he heard one man say to the other "why did you shoot him*. The
second man then repolied “Man, I didn't know the man's people had that
kind of money, and there is a big reward out". He then mentioned that he
had to kill the victim because he attempted to overpower him. The first
man then remarked that he knew there was a lot of heat on the street, but
to keep cool, and not to crack on him. Mr. Carr then asked someone in
the bar if they knew the man, and they replied that his name was Nookie.
Later Mr. Carr learned that his real name was John. According to Mr.
Carr he had never met this man, and hadn't seen him before that night

in the bar. Mr. Carr also did not recongize the man that "John" was
speaking to. Before leaving the bar, Mr. Carr observed another man ap-
proach John and speak to him for a few minutes. At the end of this con-
versation the man stepped back and shouted "Hey man, don't fuck with me.
I know what you did". Mr. Carr did not know the identity of the man that
shouted, or the man that "John had spoken with earlier. Mr. Carr des-
cribed Jobn as "real uptight and nervous" during these conversations.
Before ending this interview, Dets. Curole and Demma made arrangements
for Mr. Carr to render a formal statement of his knowledge.

Following this interview, Dets. Curole and Demma searched through
accumulated information received via the Crimestopper's hotline, and
located the questionnaire identifying John Thompson and Kevin Freeman as
the perpetrators. Dets. Curole and Demma then checked both names through
the Motion Computer System and located a criminal hostory on a John
Thompson, NM, 9-6-62, residing at the stated address of 1302 Simon
Bolivar.

b
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This record listed a previously utilized moniker of “NUE*, and reflected
previous arrests for three counts of narcotics violations, two counts of
battery, and one count each of receiving stolen property, resisting

arrest, and illegally carrying weapons, in additon to numerous traffic
charges.

A criminal record located on Kevin Freeman, NM, 7-7-64, residing
2053 Jackson Ave., listed a known moniker of "Kojak", which coincided
with the information received. This record reflected previous arrests foj
possession of stolen property and illegal carrying of weapons. A print-
out of both criminal records are now contained in the case file.

Following this Dets. Curole and Demma proceeded to the Criminal
Recores Division where they obtained a photograph of both John Thompson
and Kevin Freeman. Upon returing to the Homicide Office, the investigat-
ors prepared two photographic lineup consisting of the following photo-
graphs;

1. BI# 139-798
2. BI# 251-229
3. BI# 204-237
4. BI# 220-915 (suspect John Thompson)
5. BI# 207-464
6. BI# 235-779

1. BI§ 211-106
2. BI#§ 220-791
3. BIf§ 238B-676
4. BI# 237-383
S. BI# 240-522 (suspect Kevin Freeman)
6. BI§ 227-894

On Sunday, January 6, 1985 at 9:07 PM, Mr. Kenmeth Carr arrived in
the Homicide Office and rendered a typewritten statment which contained
all of the information alluded to previously. During the course of this
statement, at 9:32 PM, Det. Curocle allowed Mr. Carr to view seperately
each of the previously prepared photographic lineups. After carefully
viewing each photo of the first lineup Mr. Carr tentatively identified
the photo of John Thompson as the man he observed in the bar making state-
ments he believed were connected with the murder of Ray Liuzza. Mr. Carr
then signed and dated the rear of the photograph he identified, and in-
itialed and dated the remaining photographs. Mr. Carr was then allowed
to view the second lineup containg a photograph of Kevin Frreman, but
after carefully viewing each photograph was unable to recognize anyone.
Upon completion of this statement the lineup containing the photo of
John Thompson was marked as evidence, and both photographic lineups were
retained in the case file for further use. An original copy of Mr. Carr's
signed statement is also contained in the case file and is available for
future reference.
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On Sunday, January 13, 1985 at 4:30 PM, Det. Ronald Brink of the
Homicide Division received a telephone call from Mr. Frank Maselli, who
is the owner of the property where Mr. Liuzza resided. Mr. Maselli told
Det. Brink that at about 4PM, Sunday, January 13, 1985, a negro male
subject was observed attempted to enter a locked iron gate in front of
the apartment complex where Liuzza resided. The managexr of the apartment
complex, Angie Poisson, opened her front door after hearing the iron gate
rattling and asked the negro male who he was looking for, The man replied
"Angie, I'm looking for you®. The subject then informed Miss Poisson thal
he knew who killed Liuzza and wanted to tell the family what he knew.
Following this conversation, Miss Poisson telephoned Mr. Maselli, who
subsequently related the information to Det. Brink. After speaking to

Mr. Maselli, Det. Brink contacted Det. Demma and. informed him of the
conversation.

At 4:40 PM, Det. Demma telephoned Angie Poisson who related the fol-
lowing information. At about 4PM Miss Poisson heard someone rattling the
iron gate outside her apartment. Miss Poisson opened the front door of
her apartment and found a negro male subject attempting to open the
iron gate leading to the complex. She then asked the negro male who he
was looking for and he replied "I'm looking for you Angie”. Miss Poisson
told Det. Demma that she did know this man, but was not surprised because
many people in that neighborhood know of her. The subject told Miss
Poisson that he knew who killed Ray Liuza. He told Miss Poisson that he
was scared and could not stand outside for long, for fear he might be
seen talking to her. He then asked Miss Poisson if she knew how to get
in touch with Liuzza's family because he wanted to tell them personally
who the killer was. Miss Poisson promised to get in touch with Liuzza's
family, and then gave the negro male her phone number and asked him to
call her back. Afterthis, the negro male left. Det. Demma then advised
Miss Poisson to contact him the moment this man telephoned her.

At 6PM Miss Poisson contacted Det. Demma and informed him that the
man had telephoned her at about 5:20 PM. Duirng this conversation the
man advised Miss Poisson that he knew the identify of the hmwo men that
murdered Liuzza, and that both men lived in the area. The caller went
onto say that both subjects robbed Mr. Liuzza, and that during the rob-
bery one of the men shot the victim. When the first man startting shoot-
ing, the other robber fled the scene on foot. The caller then informed
Miss Poisson that the man that shot Liuzza stold his wallet, which con-
tained several credit cards but no mcney, a watch, and a ring. He con-
tinued that the man that shot Liuzza was now planning to kill his ac-
complice because he was afraid he would talk. This killing was scheduled
to occur on New Years Eve., but for some unknown reason it did not take
place.

While Miss Poisson was talking with the negro male a negro female
picked up the phone and identified herself as the mother of the caller.

REFORTING OFFICER BADGE REFONTING OFFICER pADGL NOPD ACCESS NUMBER

Det. Donald Curole 1107 Det. Marco Demma 785

NOPD 009254 244

e et

87A

EX 000103



NMOPFD SIGNMAL
NEW ORLEANS POLICE DEPARTMENT

10 UNIFORM MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENT REPORT

AND INCIDENT REPORT

SUPP STATE CLMPUTER NUMBER

NOFO ITEM NUMOER

raGe 210r 35

CONTINUATION SHEET

1L-5484-84

s€a {QUANTITY

DESCRIPTION SERIAL NO. lrvr:l

sSYoLeEnr l RECOVERZD

This woman told Miss Poisson that her son was telling the truth about the
murder of Liuzza. This woman indicated that her son was very scared
because the person responsible for the murder knew her son would be able
to identify them. The information he possessed had caused the woman's
son to take ill, and prevented him from eating or sleephing. Becuase he
was uncomfortable with this information, he ultimately decided to tell
Liuzza's family what he knew. Miss Poisson then asked the man why he
didn't want to give this information to the police investigating the
incident. He replied that he had spoken to Homicide Detectives, but
they believed he wds only interested in the reward and was not telling
the truth. He then advised Miss Poisson that he would call back to as-

certain if she had arranged ameeting for him with Liuzza's family. He
then- hung up.

On Monday, January 14, 1985 at 11:58 AM, Miss Poisson again contactel
Det. Demma and informed him that she was again contacted by the negro
male at approximately 11:50 AM. During this telephone conversation the
caller informed Miss Poisson that he intended to meet with Mr. Liuzza's
family at the International Hotel at 4PM this date. He then told Miss
Poisson that he would call again at 1PM to confirm this meeting.

At 1PM the negro male again telephoned Miss Poisson and was infor-
med that the meeting he requested had been arranged. He then informed
her that he would go to the front desk at the hotel and ask for Mr.
Liuzza. During these conversations the subject repeatedly voiced his
concern that Miss Poisson would notify the police, who would be waiting
for him at the hotel. Before concluding the conversation he again asked
Miss Poisson not to call the police on him.

Following this, Dets. Curole and Demma contacted Mr. Bill Brown at
the International Hotel and advised him of the situation. Following
this briefing, Mr. Brown agreed to meet with this subject in place of
Mr. Liuzza, Mr. Brown also agreed to have a recording device installed
in the office where the meeting was to.take place, and to wear an elec—
tronic surveillacne device which would allow the investigators to
monitor the conversation.

At 3PM, Dets. Donald Curole and Marco Demma, in company with Det.
Charles Folmer, met with Mr. Bill Brown at the International Hotel.
during this time Mr. Brown was equipped with the electronic surveillance
device, and the office, where the meeting was to occur, equipped with
a cassette tape recorder.

At 4:20 PM, Mr. Brown was advised by personnel at the front desk

a man was now in the lobby asking to see Mr. Liuzza. Mr. Brown
proceeded to the lobby and escorted this man to Mr. Liuzza's office.
Once inside, Mr. Brown informed the man, who refused to identify himself,
that Mr. Liuzza was unavailable at this time and had requested that Mr.
Brown speak with him.

that
then
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The man, later identified as Richard Perkins, Alais “FUNK" agreed to

this arrangement and began telling Mr. Brown that two firends of his

were involved in the robbery, but only one shot Mr. Liuzza. He then
stated that these two people told him of theiincident, and would kill him
if they found out he was telling someone what he knew. He also mentioned
that the triggerman intended to shoot his accomplice because he left him
alone during the commission of the robbery.

Perkins said the two men, whom he refused to name, attempted to
set him up, but did not elaborate. He further stated that they also set
up another friend by selling him the gun used in the killing, along with
the ring and watch that were taken during the robbery. He told Mr.
Brown that the perpetrators did not get any money, and ultimately sold
the property to acquire cash. He identified the peroperty stolen as a
ring, a watch, and a wallet that contained four credit cards, but no
money.

Perkins dewcribed the gun as a 35 mangum or a 45 mangum, he did not
remember which. He then admitted that the perpetrator gave him the gun
after the shooting and asked him to sell it for him, which he did.
Perkins indicated that at the time of this sale, he did not know that the
gun was involved in any crime. He also indicated that he knew the
identity of the man he sold the weapon to, and that this perosn still had
the gun. He would not identify the two perpetrators by name, but in-
dicated that they both live in the area, one with his grandmother. He
said that both men were scared, and no longer come cut of their homes
after dark.

After this Perkins told Mr. Brown that a friend, Whom he identified
as an insurance man, recorded all of the information pertaining to the
crime on paper. He indicated that this man intended to meet with Mr.
Liuzza, at which time he would present him with this information. Perkin
ended the conversation by informing Mr. Brown that he would leave to meet
his friend, who got off of work at 5PM, after which they would return to
the hotel and speak with Mr. Liuzza.

Before concluding the meeting, Mr. Brown asked Perkins if he would
give him his name. Perkins responded by identify himself as "RICHARD",
after which he informed Mr. Brown that he also uses the moniker of
"FUNK". Mr. Brown then asked him if he would be willing to provide him
with his Social Security number for identification purposes. Instead of
reading his number himself, Perkins presented his Social Security Card
tc Mr. Brown, who promptly recorded his Secial Security number, as well
as his name. Following this Perkins left the office, promising to return
with his friend at SPM.

When the meeting ended, Det. Curole checked the name Richard Perkins
through the Criminal Records file of the New Orleans Police Department
and located a criminal record on a Richard Perkins, alais “FUNK",
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residing at 2116 st. Andrew St., as of July of 1983. This record re-
flected previous municipal arrests for obstructing a street, and placing
garbage in the stree. The record also listed Perkins social security
number, which matched the one Mr. Brown recorded from the socia

1 security
card present by Perkins at the meeting,

At 8:30 PM, Monday, January 14, 1985, Mr. Brown received a telephone
call from Richard Perkins, who contacted him at the hotel. Perkins ad-
vised him that he and his friend would arrive at the hotel at 9:30 PM,
and demanded to meet with Mr. Liuzza. Perkins indicated that the meeting
would have to take place at the time, and under the circumstances he
specified, or else he would divulge nothing. After arranging the meeting]
with Mr. Liuzza, Mr. Brown contacted Dets. Curole and Demma who returned
to the hotel along with Det. Charles Folmer, who installed the equipment
alluded to earlier.

At 9:40 PM, Richard Perkins and his friend, who identified himself
as Gregory Dawson, arrived at the Internation Hotel and met with Mr. Bill
Brown and Mr. Ray A. Liuzza. During this meeting Perkins identified the
triggerman as John Thompson, and his accomplice as Kevin Freeman, alais
Kojak. Perkins said that the two were out cruising the street looking
for someone to rob when they happened upon Liuzza. Believing that he
carried a lot of money because he was well dressed and lived in a fash-
ionable neighborhood they decided to rob him. Both Thompson and Freeman
were initially involved in the robbery, but Freeman apparently. had second
thoughts and left Thompson before he completed the act. Freeman ran to
his vehicle, which he described as a 1975 Monte Carlo , color burqundy,
and drove off. Before departing, Freeman heard the gunshots Thompson
fired as he murdered Liuzza. Perkins repeated that Thompson stole a
watch, a ring, and a wallet containing credit cards but no money from
the victim during the robbery.

Perkins described both Thompson and Freeman as friends of his. Fol-
lowing the incident, both Thompson and Freeman told Perkins about the
robbery. Thompson told him that Liuzza was going to grab the gun, which
forced him to shoot. Three days after the robbery, Thompson gave Perkins|
@ gun which he asked him to sell for him. He described the qun as a
large black pistol with brown wooden handles. He later sold the gun to
a man known to him as J.R., who still has the weapon in his possession.
Thompson also gave the other property, the ring and the watch, to other
people to sell to J.R.

Freeman told Perkins that they were out looking for someone to rob
and that he knw that Thompson had the. gun, but didn’t think that he would
shoot anyone. They purposely cruised the St. Charles Ave. area looking
for a white man to rob because they believed the people in that area were
rich and carried a lot of cash. When he realized that Thompson intended
to shoot Liuzza, he left him and ran to his vehicle.
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As he reached his automobile, he heard several gunshots, at which time
he entered his vehicle and drove away. Freeman later expressed a sus-
picious that Thompson now intended to kill him.to keep him from telling
the police about the robbery. .

Perkins also told Mr. Brown that he called Crimestoppers twice and
relayed this information to Det. Williams, but refused to provide his
name. At the end of this meeting, Perkins indicated he would be willing
to meet with Homicide Detectives and tell them what he knew, as long as
he remained anonymous. Following this the meeting was concluded.

It should be mted that each of the two meetings between Richard
Perkins and Bill Brown were clandestinely recorded. The cassette tapes
on which these meetings were recorded were marked as evidence, and are
now contained in the case file.

On Wednesday, January 16, 1985 at 10AM, Mr. Bill Brown contacted
Det. Curole in the Homicide Office and advised him that he had recently
spoken to Richard Perkins, and that a meeting had been arranged for
1:30 PM at the International Hotel. During this conversation, Perkins
indicated that he would be willing to speak to the detectives investigat-
ing the incident during the meeting.

At 1:43 PM, Mr. Bill Brown met with Richard Perkins and Gregory
Dawson in the lobby of the Interxnational Hotel and escorted them to Room
428 where Dets. Curxole and Demma were waiting. As the meeting commenced,
Det. Curole explained to Richard Perkins and Gregory Dawson that aformal
statement from Perkins would be required before any official action could
be taken against John Thompson or Kevin Freeman. Although Richard Perkinf
expressed concern for his safefy, he agreed to render a formal, type-
written statement, provided his name was not released to the news media.

At 2:11 PM, Wednesday, January 16, 1985, Det. Donald Curole began
taking the statment of Richard Perkins, NM, 10-19-64, residing 2116 St.
Andrew St. Present in the room during this statmenet were, Det. Marco
Demma, Mr. Bill Brown, and Mr. Gregory Dawson. Mr. Perkins began his
statement by verbally identifying the two perpetrators and John Thompson
and Kevin Freeman. At 2:18 PM, Det. Curole allowed Mr. Perkins to view
a previously prepared photographic lineup containing a photo of the
suspect John Thompson. Upon reaching the photo of John Thompson, Mr.
Perkins pulled the photo from the stack and positively identified it as
that of John Thompson. Mr. Perkins then signed and dated the rear of the
photo he identified, and initialed and dated the remaining photographs.
Following this, at 2:22 PM, Det. Curcle allowed Mr. Perkins to view a
second set of pheotographs which included that of Kevin Freeman. Again
upon reaching the photo of the suspect Mr. Perkins positively identified
it as that of Kevin Freeman. Det. Curole then requested that Perkins
sign and date the rear of the photo he identified, and initial and date
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the remaining photcgraphs.

Following this identification, mr. Perkins provided a narrative of
the information he possesed. He began by saying that three days after
the murder, on a Sunday at about 4 or 5PM, he met with John Thompson
at his residence. The two then walked to a park located on Martin
Luther King Blvd which is where Thompson first mentioned the pistol.
When Thompson asked Perkins if he knew anyone that wanted to buy a gun,
Perkins asked him what was wrong with it. Thompson replied that he had
loaned it to a friend and that this friend had shot someone with it during
a robbery. Thompson then suggested that they offer the weapon to J.R.
Thompson told Perkins that the two of them would walk to J.R.'s apartment
with Perkins going inside to make the sale while he waited outside. The
two walked to Thompson's mother's residence in the Melpomene Project wherp
Thompson acquired the weapon. Perkins described the pistol as a big
black handgun with brown handles, on which there was a symbol containing
the head of a bull and the word “Tauras ". He further described the
weapon as a .357 caliber, or a .45 caliber.

After Thompson presented Perkins with the unloaded revolver they
walked to J.R.'s apartment, which was also in the Project. Perkins
entered the apartment alone and sold the weapon to J.R. for $75.00
dollars, a bag of marijuana, and "a bag of tea". Following this trans-
action, Perkins exited the apartment and met with Thompson, who was
waiting in a Project hallway on Thalia St. During a brief meeting,
Perkins turned all of the proceeds from the transaction over to Thompson,
after which they departed for their respective destinations. At the
time of this occurance Perkins noticed a change in Thompson's behavior
which led him to believed Thompson "had something on his mind". He main-
tained however that hbe had no knowledge of Thompson's involvement in the
crime at this point.

A couple of days after the sale of the weapon, Perkins watched a
television newscast which provided some details of the murder of Ray T.
Liuzza. After viewing this newscast, Perkins began suspecting Thompson
of being involved in the killing and further believed that the weapon he
sold to Jr. was the murder wapon. A short time after this newscast,
Perkins learned that Thompson had been arrested for "an attachment”. It
should be noted that New Orleans Police Department records reflect that
John Thompson was arrested at the intersection of Dryades and Terpsichore
on Wednesday, December 12, 1984 at 6:45 PM on an outstanding warrant.
This arrest occured approximately twently four hours after the news
media broadcast a report offering a $15,000.00 dollar reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest of the person responsible for the .murder
of Ray Liuzza. Thompson subsequently gained his release by posting a
security bond on Tuesday, December 18, 19B4.
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Three days prior to Thompson's release, Perkins had a conversation
with Kevin Freeman in which Freeman confessed to the robbery. Freeman
stated that Thompson had come to his residence and began speaking of his
intentions to rob someone. The pair then entered Freeman's Monte Carlo
and began cruising the area surrounding St. Charles Ave. "because they
knew some rich people lived around there”. Eventually Freeman parked
his vehicle in front of Katie's Beauty Salon located in the 1800 block of
Josephine St., near the corner of Dryades. From there the two began
walking down Josephine St., toward St. Charles. When they reached the
intersection of Baronne and Josephine Sts., they observed Liuzza park
his vehicle on Josephine St., and then began walking toward the driveway
of his complex. According to Freeman, Thompson then decided to rob
Liuzza "because he was white, and was wearing a nice suit". So the pair
walked up to Liuzza and Thompson pulled his gun on him. According to
Freeman, as Liuzza handed over his property he continually begged Thompsoh
not to shoot him. At this point Freeman became freightened suspecting
that Thompson due to his narcotic induced intoxication would shoot Liuzza
He then ran from the scene, while the robbery was still in progress, and
returned to his parked automobile. When he arrived at his vehicle, Free-
man heard a series of gunshots fired, after which he entered his car and
drove away, leaving Thompson behind.

On the day John Thompson was released from prison, later identified
as December 18, 1984, he spent the night at Perkins' residence. During
a conversation, Perkins mentioned that Freeman accused him of killing
Liuvzza. With this Thompson replied "man that nigger still running his
mouth”, after which he threatened t¢ kill Freeman. Thompson then
admitted he killed Liuzza and related the following sequence of events.
After proceeding to Freeman's residence, the two got into Freeman's car
and began looking for someone to rob. After Freeman parked the car,
Thompson told Freeman that if they walked down that way (meaning toward
St. Charles Ave) they would meet one of the rich people who lived there.
As they walked down Josephine, Thompson observed the victim parking his
car. Thompson thendecided to rob this man because he "was white, and
well dressed, and had money". Thompson told Perkins that the robbery
occurred by the driveway at the end of the building. After pulling his
pistol on Liuzza, he began giving Thompson his property, which consisted
of a watch, a ring, and a wallet, which Thompson handed to Freeman. At
this point, according to Thompson, the victim reached for Thompson's
weapcn, and the gun discharged. Thompson admitted emptying his weapon at
Liuzza before fleeing the scene. He also told Perkins that Freeman had
fled the scene with Liuzza‘s wallet before he shot him. When Perkins
asked about the gun he sold to J.R. for him, Thompson admitted it was the
gun he used in the killing. He then said "you see J.R., he don't know.
He got everything and he don't know what he got". Thompson told Perkins
that he acquired a watch, a ring, and a wallet full of credit cards,
but no money from Liuzza.
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A short time after these conversations took palce, Perkins went to

ion down on a large piece of Paper. It should be noted that when this
subject arose, Mr. Dawson handed Det. Curole a large white cardboard
folder with the words "Metropolitan Life Insurance Company" printed on

provided to Mr. Dawson by Perkins. The information contained in these
hotes corresponds with the information Perkins supplied to Det. Curole
during his statement. After reviewing this information, Det. Curole

are written. These notes were retained as evidence and are now located
in the case file.

information he possessed weighed heavily upon him, resulting in loss of
appetite and insomnia. His belieft that Thompson and Freeman should be
imprisoned for what they didg prompted his decision to tell Liuzza's
father what he knew.

Richard Perkins statement was concluded at 3:53 PM on Wednesday,
January 16, 1985. an original copy of Perkins signed statement is now
contained in the case file.

After concluding this statement, Perkins informed Det. Curole that
he knew where J.R. resided, but did not know his real name, or the agd-
dress. Before leaving the hotel, Perkins promised to obtain J.R's ad-
dress and relay it to Det. Curole before the end of the day.

At 6:30 PM, Richard Perkins telephoned Det. Curcle in the Homicide
Office and identified J.R.'s residence as 250¢ Erato St., Apt. A. Ac-
cording to Perkins, the apartment could be identified by a large spot~
light which was positioned in the window and shone down on two large
motorcycles parked in the grass beneath the window.

and Demma obtained sufficient probable cause to suspect John Thompson
and Xevin Freeman of the murder of Ray T. Liuzza. These suspecions legd
the investigators to Prepare arrest warrant applications for Thompson
and Freeman, and search warrant applications for the dwellings located
at 1302 simon Bolivar {(Thompson's residence) 2220 Felicity (Freeman's

residence), and 2500 Erato, Apt. A (the reported residence of J.R.).

At 12:05 aM, Thursday, January 17, 1985, Dets. Dornald Curole and

After reviewing the previously prepated applications, Judge Douglas

sea ouauvuvvl OEICRIPTION ‘ SERIAL MO, IT\'PIJ STYolare l hecoveneo

a friend, whom he identified as Gregory Dawson, and told him what Thompso
and Freeman had said. As he talked, Mr, Dawson wrote all of the informat

front. Inside the folder are handwritten notes outlining the information

requested that Perkins sign and date the cardboard page on which the note

Before concluding this statement, Perkins told Det. Curole that the

From the statements of Richard Perkins and Kenneth Carr, Det. Curole

Marco Demma proceeded to the Criminal Courts Building, 2700 Tulane ave.,
where they met with Magistrate Commissioner Nils Douglas in his chambers

| issued arrest warrants for John Thompson and Kevin Freeman, charging them

or
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with the murder of Ray Liuzza, and search warrants for the premises

mentioned above. Original copies of these applications, and warrants,
are now contained in the case file.

At 1AM, Dets. Curole and Demma, accompanied by Lt. Byron Anderson
and Sgt. David Morales executed the search warrant for 2500 Erato st.,
Apt. A. Upon knocking on the front door, the investigators were met by
a negro female identified as Aslee Cosey, date of birth 2-5-34, who in-
vited them into her apartment. Once inside Det. Curole appraised Miss
Cosey of situation.: Miss Cosey replied that she resided with her only
son, identified as Lloyd Cosey, NM, 9-5-53 who was not at home. and knew
no one named J.R. A subsequent search of Miss Cosey's apartment failed
to uncover any evidence. A copy of the warrant authorizing the search
was left with Miss Cosey before the Dets. departure.

When the investigators first approached this residence, Det. Curole
realized that the spotlight, and motorcycles Richard Perkins had mentionef
were missing. When the search failed, Det. Curole suspected that Perkins
had provided him with the wrong address. Upon concluding this search,
Dets. Curole and Demma proceeded to 2116 St. Andrew St. where they met
with Richard Perkins and voiced their suspicions. Perkins then offered
to take the Dets. into the Project and point out J.R.'s apartment.

At 1:30 AM, Richard Perkins directed Dets. Curole and Demma to an
apartment at 2500 Thalia St., Apt. A, which he identified as J.R.'s
residence. After returning Perkins to his home, Dets. Curole and Demma
returned to their office where they prepared an additional search warrant
containing the correct address of 2500 Thalia, Apt. A.

At 2:15 AM, Dets. curole and Demma proceeded to 6625 Congress Dr.,
where they presented Judge Douglas with the revised search warrant ap-
plication, which he reviewed and signed. An original copy of this docu-
ment is also contained in the case file.

At 2:40 AM, Dets. Donald Curole, .Marco Demma, Lt. Byron Anderson and
Sgt. David Morales executed the search warrant for 2500 Thalia Apt. A.
As they approached the apartment, Det. Curole immediately noticed a large
spotlight in the window, which illuminated two large motorcvcles parked
alongside the building. Upon knocking at the door, the investigators
were met by a negro male who identified himself as Junior Lee Harris,
date of birth 1-15-48, also known as “Jr", or "J.R"., After presenting
Harris with a copy of the search warrant, the officers entered the apart-
ment and began questioning him. During this questioning, Det. Curole
noticed that harris was wearing a smill gold ring on the little finger
of his left hand. A closer inspection of this ring, which fit the des-
cription of the cne stolen from Liuzza, revealed the initial "L" en-
graved in the crown. During questioning Mr. Harris informed Det. Curole

that he purchased the ring from "Nut*. (Nut is a known moniker utilized
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by the suspect John Thompson®). During a subsequent search of the apart-
ment the investigators located two weapons, a Dan Wesson .357 caliber

blue steel revolver with a 6" barrel, serial § 210485, and a Colt 6' blue
steel revolver, Serial # K5464, beneath a sofa located in the livingroom
The two revolvers, and the initial ring worn by Mr. Harris were confiscatd

ed by Det. Curole as possible evidence. A search of the remainder of the
apartment uncovered no additional evidence.

Following the search, Dets. Curole and Demma asked Mr. Harris if he
had purchased a Taurds .357 blue steel revolver from anyone recently.
Mr. Harris repolied that he had purchased such a weapon from a friend of
Nut, but had since sold the. weapon to an acguaintance named "Brother™.
Harris said that Brother lived just across the courtyard and offered to
take the investigators there.

At 3AM Harris directed Dets. Curole and Demma to 2519 Martin Luther
King Apt. 2C. Harris knocked on the door and was met by a young negro
male whom he addressed as Brother. Mr. Harris told brother that the
police were looking for the gun he had sold him and asked if he could hav{
it back. Det. Curole then assured Brother that he was in no trouble and
asked if eh still had the pistol. Borther, later identified as Jessie
Harrison, NM, 12-5-60, then invited the Dets. into his apartment and led
Det. Curole into his livingroom. Harrison retrieved two pistols from be-
hind a large china cabinet located in the livingroom, and asked Det.
Curole which one he was interested in. Harrison indicated that he had
purchased both weapons from Junior Harris recently. One of these ‘weapons
was a Tauras 4" .357 mangum blue steel revolver, bearing serial # 11387.
The second weapon was a Colt Super .38 cal automatic pistol bearing
serial # 90812. After producing the weapons, Mr. Harrison granted Det.
Curole permission to confiscate them as possible evidence in a homicide
investigation. . Det. Curole supplied Mr. Harrison with a handwritten
receipt for the weapons before removing them from his residence. Mr.
Harrison later rendered a formal statement concerning his acquisition of
the murder weapon. The inforamtion collected from this interview will
be outlined later in this report.

Following this Junion Harris, and the articles collected were trans-
ported to the Homicide Office. The Tauras revolver, believed to be the
murder weapon, was delivered to the Property and Evidence Division and
turned over to Officer Blanks. Receipt #A76288, which was issued by
Officer Blanks for this evidence, is now contained in the case file.

At 3:45 AM, Dets. Marco Demma, Michael Rice, Ray Miller, Donald
Saucier and Sgt. James Eaton executed.the search warrant for the residencg
at 2220 Felicity St. Upon knocking, Det. Demma was met at the door by
a young negro male whe identified himself as Kevin Freeman. At this
point, Det. Demma informed Mr. Freeman that he was under arrest for
murder, and verbally advised him of his constitutional rights.
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The detectives then conducted a search of the residence which failed to
uncover any evidence. Following this search, Freeman was transported to
the Homicide Office by Dets. Ray Miller and Donald Saucier and incarcera-
ted in a holding cell pending the arrival of the investigating Dets.
Freeman's vehicle, a 1975 chebrolet Monte Carlo, burgundy, bearing
Louisiana license 53B957, which was parked in front of the residence,

was impounded by Det. Demma in connection with this investigation. This
vehicle is now located in the Almonaster Auto Pound and is being held as
possible evidence.

Also at 3:45 AM, Dets. Donald Curole, Sgt. David Morales and Lt.
Byron Anderson exeucted the search warrant on Thompson's residence at
1302 Simon Bolivar. ‘These investigators were invited into the residence
by an elderly negor female identified as Dorothy Jackson. Miss Jackson,
who is John Thompson's grandmother, informed the Dets. that Thompson re-
sides in her home, but was not there at the time. Miss Jackson stated
that Thompson left the house at about 9:30 PM, and probably would not
return until later that day. A subsequent search of the residence failed
to locate Thompson, or any evidence connected with the murder of Ray
Liuzza. Before leaving, Det. Curole informed Miss Jackson of the situat-
ion and requested she contact him as soon as Thompson appears. Following

this the investigators departed the scene and returned to the Homicide
Office.

At 4:50 AM, Det. Curole reunited himself with Mr. Junior Harris in
the Homicide Office and formally advised him of his constitutional riths
from Rights of Arrestee form # 215376. Mr. Harris was further informed
that he was under investigation for the murder of Ray Liuzza, and the
possession of stolen property. Mr. Harris then signed the form, volun-
tarily waiving his rights, and agreed to cooperate fully in the investi-
gation. An original copy of this Rights of Arrestee form is now containef
in the case file.

At 5AM, Thursday, January 17, 1985, Det. Donald Curole began taking
a typewritten statement from.Mr. Junior Harris, NM, 1-15-48. Harris said
in his statement that a week or two before Christmas, he was not sure
exactly when, a friend of Nut, John Thompson's monkier, came to his aparty
ment with a pistol. This friend, who addresses Harris as J.R., sold the
pistol to him for $50.00 dollars and a bag of marijuana. Harris did not
know the man's name, nor could he remember exactly when this transaction
occured, except to say it took place at night. Harris later sold this
weapon to another friend of his, named Brother. At this point Det.
Curole handed Mr. Harris a photo of Richard Perkins and asked if he
recognized this man. After viewing the photo Harris replied "YEA, that's
the little dude that sold me the gun". Harris then signed and dated the
rear of the phote he had just identified.

Det. Curole questioned Mr. Harris concering the gold ring he wore at
the time the investigators served the search warrant on his apartment.
REPORTING OFFICER BADGE |REPORTING OF PICER DADGE MOPD ACCESS NUMBESR
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Mr. Harris told Det. Curole that he purchased the ring from NUT in
December, about a week after he purchased the pistol from Richard Perkins
The transaction occured at his apartment at night, but again he could not
remember the day or date. Mr. Harris paid Nut (John Thompson} $10.00
dollars for the ring, which Thompson indicated he intended to use to
purchase a "clicker”. Det. Curole asked Harris if he knew Nut's real
name, and he replied he did not.

At 5:33 AM, during the course of this statment, Det. Curole al-
lowed Mr. Harris to'view a previously prepared photographic lineup con-
taining the photo of John Thompson. After carefully viewing each photo-
graph, Mr. Harris positively identified the photo of John Thompson as
the man that sold him the gold ring. Mr. Harris then signed and dated
the rear of the photog he identified, and initialed and dated the remain-
ing photographs.

The photographs utilized in these identifications have been marked
as evidence, and are now contained in the case file. An original copy
of Mr. Harris signed statement is also contained in the case file.

At SAM, Thursday, January 17, 1985, Det. Marco Demma relocated Kevin
Freeman from the holding cell to a private office whbere he formally
advised Freeman of his constitutional rights from Rights of Arrestee
form # 215377. Mr. Freeman informed Det. Demma that he fully understood
his rights, and intended to waive those rights and speak with Det. Demma.
Mr. Freeman then signed the form, indicating he understood his rights
and wished to waive them.

In a subsequent verbal interview, Freeman initially denied any in-
volvement in the robbery/murder of Ray Liuzza. However when Det. Demma
confronted him with the fact that someone had relayed details of his
involvement in the incident, Freeman withdrew his denial and admitted
he participated in the robbery with another man, whom he accused of
killing Liuzza. Det. Demma then asked Mr. Freeman if he would be willing
to render a formal confession of his involvement in this crime. Mr.
Freeman replied that he would, but first wished to consult with a member
of his family.

At 5:20 AM, Kevin Freeman telephoned his sister, whom he identified
as Debra Freeman, from the Homicide Division Office. During this con-
versation, Freeman informed his sister that he was involved in the
robbery of Liuzza, but that John Thomas ({Thompson) actually killed him.
He then related some of the details 9f the crime to his sister. Before
concluding this conversation, Freeman advised his sister that he had
been arrested for this crime, and was now at police headquarters. He
further informed her that he intended to tell the police everything he
knew about the illing. After concluding this conversation, Mr. Freeman
advised Det. Demman that he was now willing to render a formal confession
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At 5:38 AM, Det. marco Demma began taking a typewritten statement
from Kevin Freeman. Freeman said in his statement that he was driving
home from the St. Thomas Project when he observed Nut {John Thompson)
walking along Prytania. Freeman stopped and talked to Thompson, who
asked him for a ride home. After Thompson entered the car, Freeman
continued his journey home. Shortly thereafter Freeman's vehicle, a 1974
burqgundy Chevrolet Monte Carlo, ran out of gas, forcing him to park it in
the middle of a block of Carondelet St. As the two continued home on
foot, Thompson asked Freeman if he "wanted to make some money”. Thompson
then added "I got the heat with me", meaning he was armed with a pistol.
As this conversation continued Freeman observed the victim park his
small grey car on Josephine St., between Baronne and Brainard Sts. As
the victim, a white man dressed in a suit, got out of his car and began
crossing Josephine St., Thompson remarked "m going to hit him". With
this Thompson, who was dressed in a heavy black jacket and blue jeans,
pulled a large black pistol with brown handles from his patns and ap-
proached the victim. It should be notedthat this description matches
that of the man Paul Schliffka observed running from the scene following
the shooting. Mr. Schliffka had described this fleeing spspect as a
black man wearing a black jacket, dark pants, possibly blue jeans, and
holding a large black pistol in his right hand.

When Thompson met the victim, Liuzza had just corssed the street
from his vehicle and was standing on the sidewalk near a door on the
side of the house. It should also be noted that this information coin-
cides with information received from Pam Staab, who stated she heard
Liuzza begging for his life just prior to the shooting. From the sound
of Liuzza's voice, Miss Staab estimated that the robbery occured on the
sidewalk, near the front door of her apartment. This is the door Mr.
Freeman is refering to in his statement.

As Thompson approached the victim, Freeman began backing away. As
he wathced, Thompson grabbed the victim, who was now near the driveway
located the back of the house, around the neck and forced him to the
ground. As Thompson pointed his gun at Liuzza, Freeman turned and ran
down Jospehine St. toward Dryades. As he was running on Josephine St,
halfway between Baronne and Dryades, Freeman said that he looked back
briefly, but then continued running home. According to Freeman, this
incident occured about 1AM in the morning.

The next day Freeman again met with John Thompson who began speaking]
of the robbery. Thompson told Freeman that he stold the man's wallet,
which contained credit cards but no money, a ring, and a watch. When
Freeman asked why he shot the man, Thompson replied he had toc shoot him
because he was trying to take his gun away from him.

Det. Demma then asked Freman if either he, or John Thompson told
anyone about the robbery. Freeman replied that Thompson told a man
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known to him as “Funk” about the shooting. Freeman continued that Funk
{Richard Perkins) approached him one day and told him he knew that
Thompson shot that man on Josephine St. Freeman could not recall when

this conversation took place, and maintained that he did not tell Funk
anything about the incident.

During the course of this statement, Mr. Freeman repeatedly refered
to Thompson as “Nut®. When Det. Demma asked Freeman if he knew Nut's
real name he replied: "John Thomas“, instead of Thompson. At 7:45 AM,
Det. Demma allowed Mr. Freeman to view the previously prepared photogra-
hic lineup containing the photo of John Thompson. When Freeman reached
the photo of Thompson, he pulled it from the stack and positively identi-
fied it as "Nut". Freeman then signed and dated the rear of the photo
he identified, and initialed and dated the remaining photographs. An
original copy of Kevin Freeman‘s signed statement is now contained in
the case file, and is available for future reference.

At 8:30 AM, Dets. Donald Curole and Marco Demma escorted Kevin
Freeman to Central Lockup where he was booked in violation of RS 14 Art
30 relative -to the murder Ray Liuzza, and RS 14 Art 64 relative to the
Armed Robbery of Ray Liuzza.

At 9AM, Thursday, January 17, 1985, Det. Curole met with the witness
Paul Schliffka, at his apartment at 2026 Baronne 5St. During this meeting
Det. Curole allowed Mr. Schliffka'to view the two previously prepared
photographic lineups containing the photos of John Thompson and Kevin
Freeman. Mr. Schliffka carefully viewed the photographs in each lineup,
but was unable to recognize any of the photos as that of the mand he ob-
served fleeing the scene of the shooting.

At 9:30 AM, Dets. Curole and Demma were contacted by Det. Otho
Stubbs, Firearms Examiner for the New Orleans Police Department. Det.
Stubbs informed Det. Curole that he had just completed a comparison
examination of a test pellet, fired from the recovered Tauras Revolver,
Serial § 11387, with the two spent pellets recovered from the scene of
Liuzza's murder. These examinations proved conclusively that the pellets
recovered from the scene were fired by the Tauras revolver recovered from
Jessie Harrison earlier that morning, identifying it as the murder weapon
Det. Stubbs later prepared a report outlining the results of his exami-
nations. A copy of this document is now contained in the case file.

At 9:45 AM, Thursday, January 17, 1985, Dets. Curole and Demma met
with Miss Jody Beauregard and Mr. Bill Brown in the Offices of the
Homicide Division. During this meeting, Det. Curole presented the gold
initial ring, confiscated earlier from Junior Harris, to Miss Beauregard
and asked if she recognized it. Miss Bearuregard immediately identified
the ring as the one owned by her longtime boyfriend, Ray Liuzza. Miss
Beauregard then signed and dated the envelope containing the ring she had
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just identified. This ring was later delivered to the Property and
Evidence Division where it was turned over to Correctional Officer N.

Joseph. Receipt # A76335, which was issued for this evidence, is now
contained in the case file. .

At 10:15 AM, Det. Curole received a message from Homicide Secretary
Miss Virginia Johnson indicating that Miss Dorothy Jackson, Thompson's
grandmother, had called in reference to Thompson. Det. Curole immedi-
ately attempted to contact Miss Jackson, but her line was already in use.

At 10:50 AM, Det. Curole successfully contacted Miss Jackson via
telephone, at which time she informed him that John Thompson had returned
home, and wished to surrender himself to the investigating officers.

Miss Jackson assured Det. Curole that Thompson would remain at the resi-
dence until the officers arrived. Following this conversation, Det.
Curole contacted Dets. William Roth and Michael Scortino, Car 3128 of the|
General Assignment Unit and appraised them of Thompson's location. Dets.
Roth and Scortino, who were in the area of Thompson's residence, pro-
ceeded directly to 1320 Simon Bolivar where, at 11AM, they effected the
arrest of John Thompson. Dets. Scortino and Roth then transported John
Thompson to the Homicide Division where they relingquished custody to
Dets. Curole and Demma.

At 11:15 AM, Det. Curole verbally advised John Thompson of his
constitutional rights, and of the fact that he was under arrest for the
armed robbery/murder of Ray Liuzza. Mr. Thompson indicated that he under
stood his rights and wished to exercise his right to remain silent. No
further interviews were conducted with John Thompson from that point on.

At 11:45 AM, Dets. Donald Curole and Marco Demma escorted John
Thompson to Central Lockup where he was booked in violation of RS 14
Art 30 relative to the murder of Ray Liuzza, and RS 14 Art 64 relative
to the Armed Robbery of Ray Liuzza.

on Saturday, January 19, 1985 at 12:32 -PM, Det. Curole met with Mr.

in the offices of the Homicide Division. In a subsequent typewritten
statement, Mr. Harrison said that he purchased the Tauras .357 magnum
revolver, which was subsequently confiscated from his residence, from
Junior Harris at Harris' apartment on Decmeber 17, 1985. Harrison stated
that he paid $80.00 dollars for the weapon and was told at the time of
purchase that the weapon was not stolen, or involved in any crime. Harri
son admitted in his statement that he freely and voluntarily turned the
weapon over to the investigators when' they came to his apartment during
the early morning hours of January 17, 1985. An original copy of Mr.
Harrison's signed statement is now contained in the case file, and is
available for future reference.

Jessie Lee Harrison, NM,. 12-5-60, residing 2519 Martin Luther King Apt. 2¢
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On Thursday, January 17, 1985, Jobn Thompson and Kevin Freeman were
indicted by an Orleans Parish Grand Jury for the First Degree Murder of
Ray T. Liuzza. Charges against the pair are still pending in Criminal
District Court of the Parish of Orleans.

With the arrests of John Thompson and Kevin Freeman, this case is
now considered solved and cleared. Any additional information developed
relating to this investigation will be submitted in an additional supple-

mental report.

Office of the Honorable District Attorney to be consulted in this
matter.

Bulletin sent.
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