FAMILY LAW 101

L INTRODUCTION
IL. JUSIDICTION AND GROUNDS
A. RESIDENCY
B. “NO FAULT” DIVORCE AND IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES
I DIVORCE, LEGAL SEPARATION, AND “COMMON LAW” MARRIAGE
Iv. CHILD CUSTODY AND CHILD SUPPORT
A. MANDATORY DIVORCE EDUCATION CLASS
B. PHYSICAL AND LEGAL CUSTODY
1. SOLE CUSTODY
2. JOINT CUSTODY
a. PARENTING PLAN
C. PARENT-TIME (VISITATION)
1. STANDARD SCHEDULE
D. CHILD CUSTODY DETERMINATION
1. BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD
2. CUSTODY EVALUATIONS
E. MODIFICATION
1. SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES
F. CHILD SUPPORT
1. CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION WORKSHEET
a. IMPUTED INCOME
2. MEDICAL INSURANCE AND OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES
V. ALIMONY
A HOW DETERMINED

1. “JONES” FACTORS
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a. INCOME
b. NEEDS
C. LENGTH OF MARRIAGE
2. FAULT?
B. DURATION OF ALIMONY
C. MODIFICATION
1. SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES
VL MARITAL ESTATE/PROPERTY DIVISION
A. “EQUITABLE” DIVISION OF PROPERTY
B. SEPARATE VERSUS MARITAL PROPERTY
1. SEPARATE PROPERTY STATES VERSUS COMMUNITY PROPERTY STATES
2. PREMARITAL PROPERTY
3. GIFTS OR INHERITANCES
4. COMMINGLING AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF SPOUSE
C. VALUATION OF PROPERTY
D. THE MARITAL HOME
E. RETIREMENT FUNDS
1. “WOODWARD” FORMULA

2. QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDERS

ac

WHAT ABOUT PROFESSIONAL DEGREES, BUSINESSES?

G. MARTIAL DEBT

H. TAX ISSUES

L INSURANCE ISSUES

J. PRENUPTIAL AND POSTNUPTIAL AGREEMENTS
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PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS
A. DIFFERENCES FROM OTHER LITIGATION MATTERS
B. DOMESTIC RELATIONS COMMISSIONERS
C. TEMPORARY ORDERS
1. CHILD CUSTODY, CHILD SUPPORT, ALIMONY
2. RESTRAINING ORDERS
D. ENFORCEMENT: ORDERS TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CONTEMPT
E. MODIFICATIONS: CONTINUING JURISDICTION
F. MANDATORY MEDIATION
G. PROTECTIVE ORDERS/DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
MISCELLANOUS
A ATTORNEY AND EXPERT FEES
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
A. NEGOTIATION
B. MEDIATION
C. COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
ETHICAL COSIDERATIONS
A. MERITORIOUS CLAIMS
B. KEEPING CLIENTS INFORMED
C. CLIENT DECISIONS VERSUS PROCEDURAL DECISIONS
PRACTITIONERS’ TIPS
A CONCERNING CO-COUNSEL
B. SETTING PARAMETERS

C. KEEPING EXPECTATIONS IN CHECK
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